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HELL OPEN'D»> 
O R 


The Infernal Sin of Murther Puniſhed, 


BEING 


A True Relation of the Poyſoning of a 
whole Family in Plymouth, whereof Two died 
in a thorr time, 


"For which horrid Fact, the MaletaRors. . 
were Condemncd before the Lord Chief Juſtice 
North at Exccter, thc laſt Lent Aſſlizes, The one to 
be Burnt, the otber to be Hanged, 


WITH 


An Acconnt of the ſeveral Diſcourles, 
and Religious means uled by divers godly Mi- 
nilters to bring them to Repentance, 


—— — — —C OO _ DO —_—_— ——— ———— — 


Publiſhed for a warning to both Young ard Old, to 
tlie Iniquity, and exerciſe themſclyes in the praQtice 
of Godline1s, 


I EI II rn ern — — — — - —_ 


By F. Q. Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


_— — 


LOND ON, 


Printed for Franc; Feglesfield, at the Sign of the 
Maryzold in St, Pauls Church-Yard, 1676, 


eho rt oro fo eo ef oy top: We eaefaeho c Set weba of: Tb 


The ſear of the Lord is 4 fountain of life, to depar 
from the ſnares of death, Prov, 14. 27. 


4 Man that doth violence to the Blood of any Perſon, 
frail flce 0 152 Pr,les mo Man ſpay him, Prov, 28, 17, 


The 1 or4 4 khnewn by the judgment which he execy- 
teth ; rhe wiche.! js inarcd inthe work of hk own hands, 
Plal.9. 16, 

"Eo 5 ot zuntgy Ky of papudnct,without (the Gates 
ef ozucn] are the Logs, andthe POTSONERS, 
Rev. 22, 15. 


And they bccame 4 Sign, Numb. 26, 10, 


fnilſrac! ſhallkeir, and frar, and do no more ſuch 
wickedneſs, Deut. 13, 11. 
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To the Right Worthipiul Fobz Del! 
Major, and to the Worthiptul -:4- 
am weeks, William Fenuings, and foha 
Martyn, "[ultices of the Peace, to- 
gether with their Brethren the Ma- 
viffrates of the Town of Plymonth, 
And to my very Honored Friend, 
Teba Ilarris of Mannitoa Flquire, 


Urs, 

Have rea ſomewhere of 4; Hernute, 
I who betas gi, acd by an A119 { nt6 
two Cities, ſaw the Gates of the firji cloſe 
ſoar, aud a Devil having the Keys there: 
of at his Girdle in a deep Neep, arid ; frert- 
lii7, From theace he is led uzto the of hes 
(which was fair and [pactons, ) as finas 


the Gates md Per, Lerabc 1 wits 
cYond/ng and throm! 19 It, wales F116 
cl1;3; bins ower the 1: ls. and SL (1 1r in43 


ed f them in the chuickes; Streets, 4 i 
Shops, walks, aud all other Avi 


& 53 


J 


The Epiſtle. 


and places of concourſe. exceedingly em- 
ployed, buſying and beſtirring themſelves 
to the utmoſt for the ruine of it, and her 
Inh ibitants, At which woraring te. 
ond me iſure, the Angel told him, yor- 
der City i the worſt of the Two, ingulpht 
in all wickedzeſs and irretigion, (0 thit 
Beelzebub hath 70 fear of looſing it, ani 


_ therefore there is but owe Devil to onard 


it, and his work {6 little, that he fleeps, 
But 15 for this wheretn now we axe, here 
are 11441 y Soils { eartmg ana ſerving Goa, 
KRelinion i; profeſſed, and Religions Wor- 
ſhip conntenauced and incouraged, and 
the Itely Anzoets of Goa are watchin Ter 
theſe precio Saints and their Habitati- 
25 to preſerve them, T, his hath cau'ca 
Hell to breih looſe, and to endeavor Ly 
all mens, and arts imavinitle their rh- 
12e, and its deſtruction. 

Sirs, 1thiahk this be as uxfitting Em- 
blew of or Plymouth, wherein / truſt 
there are multitudes of” Geds dear Ser- 
waits, as well s Sinners But I fear me, 
mult. trde of Devils alſo, that walk in 

Temples 


The Epiſtle. 


Temples and Congregations, 11 Streets 
and Houſes, in Chambers and Cloſets, in 
Ships and Shops, upon Keys and Exchange, 
The over abounding of Sin amvng 1, 
1#d of late of that hainous and crying ſin 
of Blood and Murther , ( for which Two 
of the prime Actors ( and God knows 
whether there be any other) have ſuffered 


cndinn puniſhment, ) 2s too ſad and clear 


an in;iance hereof. when Hannibal was 
at the Gates of Rome, it was more than 
time for the Conſuls and Senate to look 
about them, woe | woe| Unto the 1n- 
habitants of the Earth, ſaith an Angel 
from Heaven, Becauſe the Devil is come 


= - p__ a , 5 
dow among you, having great wrath, for 


his time is ſhort. He dth not appear in 
4 viſiile (hape at noon day, but walks 
(5 his younger Son the Jeluite) 7a all 
ſorts of Maſques and diſouiſes, in every 
havit and fajbion, and 47070 Perſons of 
ey Trac. Calltzn, Qzality, aa Cou- 

a:tiom. | 
Now, Sirs., God HaVi#7 conſlituten yoit 
the Angel. Guardians of 0:77 Plymouth, 
4 ana 


The Epiſtle. 


and made you Gods unto it, there ig af 
reaſon you ſhould be awake, and do your 
wtmoſt to prevent the Stratagems and at- 
rempts of Hell againſt it. 1 know noo- 
ther way or means that you hrve, thay by 
an exemplary Holineſs in your lives, than 
by walking with God in your reſpective Fa 
milies and Callings, than by a conragi- 

ors, zealous, attivity for God and God- 
linefi, and a vigorons ſnpprefſion,and im- 
partial puniſhing of all Vice and Impiety, 
would you bit continue your great reſpects 
and inconravements to your Reverend and 
Learned Miniſtcrs, and joyn both Swords 
tovether, Temporal and Spiritual, 1am 
confident the defians of Hell aoainſt Joh 
would be broken, fruſtrated, and reader- 
ea ineffectual, 

Homwored Sirs, My hearts deſire and 
Prayer for you is, thary'# m1y do wor- 
thily in your Ephrata , and Famonſly 
in your Pethichem, that you may 210- 
rife God in voir Stat. H, 43, a that Ged 


Lg 


may reflect rays and bens of Glory 


#poz you, For iiich as Honor him, God 
| wall 


The Epiſtle, 


will Honor them, but they that de- 
ſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 
I Sam. 2. ZO. | 

' Sirs, if you will ſuppref all prophane- 
neſs, and by youy Aut ooerity piHr ont 7118 
Fire of” uncleanuejs, if you will ſtop the 
Mouth. and G19 the Tongne of the Swear- 
er, that the Roaring of Oaths and Curſes 
be not heard in our Streets, if” you will 
promote true practical Piety, ana perſe- 
vere as yout have | egun tin the conſcienti- 
ous dilcharae of your Magiſtratical Duty, 
the God of bleſſings will bleſs your perſons 
and Families, and Plymouth fball ne- 
wer be 4 Sodom but Zion, {pll ever be 2 
Jeruſalem for Gejpel-pri: edges, a Pillar 
and Ground of Truth, rich and fionriſh- 
inr as Tyre for Trade and Traffick, and 
as formerl Y, | lo 12 after-t!ines 4 Loar for 
Dicine ſafely apa wonaerſ it pre ervati- 
07S, 

That eadeered affection I have for 
the Town of my Nativity, where I fir {þ 
arew my breath, and where 1 had wy 
Schoel-Education , mwoweth ine to l! cal 

At! 


dt inde — 4,20 ne <b— - i 


The Epiſtle, 


ana write ſo freely, And your true good- 
eff caunot but make a candid interpreta- 
tion thereof. 

AMay Plymouth, her Maziitrates 
and Government ever live befire God! 
A1ay this Femers Town be called 
Hephzibah azz4 Beulah , the Dclight 
of God, and Married ;:to Cod! Let 


. her be called the Ri hteous, the Hil 


City ? And FAV this be her NAW e 
wzto Poſterity, Ichovah Sharma, The 
Lord i there. So prayeth, R1oht Hor 
Grea SIYS, 


Your molt humble and 

From my Stuſy 
in P:ymouth, 
April 7.1676. 


unicigned Sevant 1:1 our 
- C; 
Lord Jeius, 


Toha Oniche, 
. —— 
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THE 


PRET AGE 


He Devil is ttiled by our bleſſed Saviour, A 
Murderer from the beginning : Having deltroy- 
ea nimicit by his wil.ful Apolttacy trom God, and 
Meing juit;y baniſhed the Glo ics of the celeſtial Para- 
Gile tor his Voluntary Rebe!lion, he turned about kim, 
ſe:king Þ wand in what manner he might b. revenged 
on his Ji.dz. And afrer all his ructul thoughts and 
conſuicaizuns could find no expediint more likely ro 
fJuct -cd and take than the working miſchief on Man- 
ind. 

Our firft Paren's a Compendium of both Worlds, 
Sublunary and X:theria}, the Crown of Gods Crea- 
tion, bur 4 little lower than the eAngels, are become 
the objects of his rage and fury, Satan had loſt Hea- 
ven, 14G he envics them Earth, Their habitation in an 
Earthiy Heaven «+ rleaſerth him, becauſe it pleale:h 
Gcd, They juit now came out of their Creators hands 
endowed with a double Porti-n, Holyneſs and happi= 
neſs: But he retolves they thall not Jong enjoy either, 
Hence in the very fiſt dawn «t thiir Creation, he 
contrived and accomplithed their defirution, He 
ſubtilly irfinuates the poyſcn of fin by his conferences 
with, and ſuggeſtions unto Eve, and ſhe having once 
taſted of the dole, and allured with the deceitful 
pleaiantne's thereof ro her ſenſual apperite, commu- 
nicatesit ro her Husband, and they both derive it down 
unto all th: ir natural poſterity. 

Ah! How many Murders were in this One > Man= 
kind made and rujned altogether, Certainly they 
vhoploited the blowing up of King and Kingdom in 
Que hour, thy who coftc&ecd the Sjclian Veſpers, 
Parifan 


The Preface, 
Pariſian Mattins , and Iriſh Afaj]aucyes had been all 
trained up and Educated in the Schovls of this, this 
old, and Grard Abaddon. 

Adam being in Honor, continued not a day in it, 
H:s glorious itate did thine, and {et with the ſame 
Sun, In the Mornivg it flourithed aud grew up, in 
the Evening it was cut g wn and withered like the 
Graſs. H- played away ( as a bclotted Gametter ) 
his wbble, and a!l preſ-nt and ro come, what he had 
1n poſſcihon, waat he might have um Reverſivn, at 
one cait, Nocking was left kim but bis fan and curſe, 
and this he propagar-s unto all his Children. (A mk 
ſad Portion ) to be tnkerited by us, 

Sin being now conceived doth prodigioully ſpaw1 
and ſwarm. The Old Serpent is net idle, His boil. 
ing malice gives him nv ret, His Grit born like the 
Plague {preads it. venom univerlaily, and new Mon. 
ſters are hatched and produced by it every day, 
New fins ia new ihzpecs, in odivus and hideous colours 
ſhew torth their neads, Grace is imodelt, Sin im- 
pudent and ſhamel-!s; Ir t-cketh no diſguite, nar 
putterth on a Viza:d, but tor its own ſecurity, andin 
order to further miſchict, to perpetrate ſome greater 
Villany, 

The Devil having ſer variance between Gcd and 
Man , will giv another cali of his Othce: He 
throws a Bone of contenmion be: ween Man and Man, 
The neareſt R-lations, the deareit Friends, they 
that had the ſame fleth in their Budies, the ſame 
blood in their veins, that it not Twins yet ſcarce 
divided in theic ag-, that were Nurlt, Fed, an\ E- 
ducated rogcther, both alive tendered by their In- 
dulgent and R-igious Parems, fha!] yet through 
his ſubtilty and cru.lty be furdercd .aud divided 
one from the other; And it h: cancot drag them 
both with himſc.f into Hell, yer will be —_—_ 

rac 


The Preface, 


he one by a bloody and Barbarous death into his 
untimely Grave, and the other (by a fin like his 
own) into the bottomleſs Pir of deitruCtion ere he is 
aware of it, 

Cain by the inſtigation of the wicked one, upon 
no provocation, no offence given, ( unleſs Gods 
gracious acceprance of Abct for his Faith and Holi. 
neſs bea crime,) Mourthers his own, his only and 
deareſt Brother, Bioudy Villain ! Thou choppelt off 
thy right hand with thy letr, thou daſheſt our thine 
own Brains in dathing out bis. Thou deſtroyeſt his 
body, but damneft thine own Soul, Ah, what grief 
is this ro Pious Adam! On, whar joy and Muſick 
unto Hell! Reverge is fweer, Bur its a poor 
revenge, Satan ! Which ends in thine own, in thine 
endlets deitruRtion, 

However the Devil hath ſhown the way of Murz2 
thering, and bad Arts arc fuon learnt, Any-one 
may be an eaſie and early proficient in Ungodli- 
neſs, the whole and old Worid ſoon gor the kill of 
it. God ſaw that the wickedne!s of man was great 
in the earth, and rhat every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, The 
Earth alſo was corrupt Ddefore God, and filled with 
Violence : All fizth had perverted its way, and blocd 
touched blood, 

There was no fair and gentl> means lefe uneſ- 
layed by God to reclaim ſinners, to dam up, if 
pollible, the torrents of their ungodlineſs, ro ſtench 
thoſe foul iſſues, and frequent cfufions of Innocent 
blood, Adam, and the Holy Patriarks decry it down 
in their Lives and Sermons, Enoch ( the Phenix of 
bis Age for the life and pover of Godljnels ſhin=- 
ing volt illuſtriouſly in his Converſation) IT hurders 
out Propheſies of dreavful Judgments againtt the 
irre';gious Cainites, Beho'd, ſaith thax Glorious 
Saint 


——————— 
—_— — 
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The Preface, 


Saint, The Lord cometh with Holy Myriads of An- 
gels ro Exec!me wengeence upon all the ungodly, and 
80 convince you of your 1ungod{ineſs in flames of Fire, 
who wil! not be convinced by our Miniſtry. 1{pon the 
wicked he fhall Rain $narcs, Fire, and Brimſtone, and 
an horrible Tempeſt. This ſhall be the Portion of theix 
Cup. 

Fur the Prophet is counted a Foo], and the Spiri. 
tual man Mad, and his Menaces of approaching wrath 
idle Dreams, melanchol!y thoughts, bugbears to 
fright Children, and bublings up ot his envy and ma- 
lice againſt them. Thus he and his Prophecies are 
deſpited,and ſ{cornfully rej<ced, 

Ar laſt fair warning and loud calls and Summons 
unto Repentance having been long afforded them, and 
not accepted, nor in the leaſt improved, the patience 
of God is tired, mercy tinally departs trom them, and 
Divine Juſtice ſweeps away the Habirations and 
perſons of thoſe Scarlet Sinners wich a deluge of 
Waters. 

One would haye thought that ſuch a fearful Judg- 
ment ſhould have cautioned atrerages trom ever tread. 
ing in their ſteps. But ajas!Potterity is/grown ſtupid, and 
Judgment-proof, As for Gods Judgments the wick- 
ed makes a pulf at them, they are afar off, above, 
and out of his fight, he forgets and makes nv reckon- 
ing, nor account of them, God hath Hanged up 
ſome ih Chains before their eycs, Executed a whole 
World of Malefa&ors, and made them an everlaſting 
Sign and Example to them, yet they willfully ſhut 
their eyes that they may nor ſce, and Jock up the 
Doors of their bearts, that they may not conſider for 
what cauſes this great wrath is come uponthem, So 
that we need not wonder at Gods plaguing ſuch 
willful blind Souls. Ir is bur a righteous Retribu- 
tion that his Juſtice eweih them, In as much as they 

; regarded 


The Preface, 


regarded not the works of the Lord, nor rock notice 
of the operation of his hand, he could not build 
them up, be mult totally and utterly deſtroy them, 
Sinners are the Voluntary Carvers of their own mis= 
fortunes. They: choote and Create unto themſelves 
their own bane and deſtruction, Temporal and Eternal. 
The reading of this enſuing Narrative will be a clear 
proot and evidence hereof, 


Books Printed for, and are to be Sold by 
Francis Eglesfield, at the Marygold 
iz $t, Pauls Church-Yard. 


Tvi Britannici, being a Remark upon the Lives 
| ot all the Kings of this Ifle, from the year of 
f tlic World 855. Unto the year of Grace, 1660, By 
" Sir 1/inſton Churchill Knight, in Folio, 
b The Works of that Famous Mathematician Maſter 
Edmond Gunter, ſomtimes Profeflor of Greſham Col- 
Wy ledge London, Reprinted, Corretted, and much en. 
bk larg.d in this Fifth Edition, in Quarto, 
k The whole Art of Dyalling. By Samuel Foſter, 
much enlarged in the Second Impreſſion, in Quarto, 
@/E (ops Fables in Prote aid Verſe, Grammatically 
Traiuſlircd with apt Morals, according to tbe Order 
of the Lati:e Covy, togerher with his Life, in Twelyes, 
London Drolery, »x Wits Academy, in Ofayo, 
The Grandurc, and Glory of France. 
Dug.irds Engliſh Rudiments of the Latine Tongue 
Explained, io Octavo-—— 
———- His Rherorice Element. 
Clarks Form:ly Oratoy, z, in Twelves. 
———-His Dux Gramiadticus, Dux Oratorius, in 
T welves. 
Chiſhuls Works in Thres Parts, in Twelves, 
I; A Map of Erzland, with all the Kings fince the 
Conquelt about it, with a brief Deſcription of t hem, 
Pivine Emblems, and Hieroglyphicks, by Franch 
b Luarles, in Octavo, 
Spare Minutcs, or Divine Meditations, by Arthuy 
Warwick, in Four and Twenties. 
The perfe& way to die in peace, by Ed. Burghall, 
in Octavo, 
Steps to the Altar, or a Treatiſe on the Sacrament, 
by DoCtor Przor, in Tweives, 
; The Covenant of Grace, by Fohn Cotten, the Third 
| Edition much enlarged, in Ocayo, 
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NARRATIVE: 


N Munday tbe 23 day of Auguti laft, 1675. 
Ejizabeth, the Wifc of Mr. William Weeks of 
Plymouth Dyer, after many «nd frequent Vomitings 
ard violent Purgations, departed this liſe towards 1 
Evening. Her Huband and Daughter were (ciged with 
the ſame extraordinary motions, accompanied with grieu< 
61s Pains and Swellings in their Stomacks, with cold 
Sweats and Fainting s, as alſo with a great and unquench- 
able Drought. | | 
A Phyfnian being called, and _— with upon the 
caſe, giveth in his Fudgment that they were Poyſoned. 
That which induced bim the more readily 10 determine of 
the nature and manner of their Sickne(s, and her death, 
was 4 quantity of Crude Arſenick, preſented bim by 4 
Neighbor of theſe Afflited and Murthered Perſons, which 
Jhe bad found in 4 Por of Oatmeal in the Kitchin. 
At the (ame time the Child of Miſtrh pengelley 
( Deughter unto the ſaid Mr. Weeks ) was alſo affefie4 
with the (ame Symptoms, and Philip Cary her Nurſe, 
together with her Huaband, were found Counterfeiting 
Sickneſr and Vomitings. Wine and Oyl had been given 
them, which procured 4 more eafie relaxation and diſcharge 
of their Stomacks, and through the Blcſſing of God, upon 
the uſe of that and other means contribuicd, to the recove- 
ry of the Child and by Grand-F ather, Only by Daugh- 
ter Miſtrh Pengelley, having laborcd Fizhs or Ten days 
under exquifite ror ments without any remiſfion, ( Phyſick 
4% Phy fitians being diſabled by s Holy wiſe Provi- 
dence, from affording ber any relief or ſucce#, } ſhe alſo 
nietded up the Ghoft 


b; F'5s 


The Narrative. 

The noiſe of this horrid Accident was ſoon ſpread 
abroad, and immcdiatcly the Nurſe and her Husband, 
and a Prentice Girle in the Houſe were ſuſpefed, and 
apprehen{cd for it. 

1 be firſt which was brought before the Major of the 
Town, was Anne Evans Apprentice 20 the ſaid Miftry 
Weeks, 4 Poor ('hild, wboſe Mother being dead, hal 
been bound our in the Majoralty of Mr. Peter Schaggel, 
*Anno 1672. by the Church-Wardens and Over-Seers of 
Charles Pariſh, being then about Twelve or Thirteen 
years ol, 

Ani now mthing her appearance, ſhe was examined by 
him, an4 another Fuſtice of his Majcſtics Peace ; which 
for the ſatisfaFtion of my Readers cnriofity, and for a fur. 
ther diſcovery of this Crying and Helliſh ſin, I ſhall crave 
4 pardon, if he be troubled with an Authentich Relation 
thereof, and of the othey perſons depofutions concerning it, 
1s they were rranſoribed from the day Book of the Town, 
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The Examination and Information of Anne Evans of 
Plymouth Spinſtcr, taken before the Right Worſhip= 
ful William Weeks Major of Plymouth, and William 
Jennings Merchant, rwo of hy Majeſtics Fuſtices of 
the Peace, within the ſaid Burrough, 25. Auguſt,1675. 


HE faid Examinant faith, that ſhe being 
ſent on Thurſday laſt by her 
Maſter, William Weeks Dyer, *Oatmeal, 
to buy ſome #* Girts in the 
Marker, ſhe this Examinant accordingly did buy a 
Pottle of Foan the Wife of George Searle, and brought 
them home to her Maſters Houle, and put 
ſome of the ſame # Girts into the Pot to *Oarmeal. 
make Potrage the Sunday following, and 
this Informant further ſaith, thar at Noon ſhe laded 
upa Dith of Pottage to her Maſter, and a Dith to 
her Miſtris, Eliz4bcth Wife to the ſaid William Weeks, 
and alſo a Diſh of Pottage for her ſ-!1f, aud Fohn Pen- 


{ gelley Son uf Mary Pengelley ;, and this Examinant fur- 


ther ſaith, that after her Mittris had caten the Pottage, 
ſhe did complain in her Stomack, Head and Belly, 
and ſaid that the was very Sick, and then ſhe preſent. 


| Iy Vomited very much, and about an hour after ſhe 


went to B-d, and kept continually Vomiting and Purg= 
ing till Miunday laſt, and in the Evening ſhe died, and 
her Maſter then allo Vomited, and Purged, ard 


| licth now a Bed very Sick, aid alto faith, that ſhe 
| Waſhing ſome of the Girts afterwards, ſhe found ſome 
> Yellow thing in the Girts, and as this Informant was 
{ told by ſome people, thai it was Poylon, 


The Signof Anne Evans, A.E. 
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The Information of Gray Hollard Doffor in Phyſick, 
taken as aforeſaid on Oath. 


He faid Informant ſaith, that on Munday laft, 
being the three and twentieth day of this inſtant 
eAuguft, about Nine of the Clock inthe Evening, he 
being lent for to come to the Houſe of William Weeks 
of this Town Dyer ; This Informant was by the people 
of the Houſe informed concerning the death of the 
(aid Mattcr Weeks his Wite, who told him that ſhe 
was taken with Vomiting, Scouring and Purging, and 
ſaith, that the ſaid William Weeks Dyer, being a Bed 
Sick, he asked him how he did, who told him, that be 
bad a great pain in his Stomack, and that he was 
Gvollen in his Stomack, and whatloever he did take, 
he did Vomir it up again ; And this Informant further 
ſaith, that he going into a Chamber to ſee Miſtiis 
Mary Pengellcy ; who told this Informant, thar ſhe 
had a very great pain in her Stomack, and was ſwollen, 
and that the was taken with vivlert Purging and Vo- 
miting, and cold Sweats, and Faintings, with great 
\\rought; And this Informant beirg ſo informed, he 
judged that there was Poyfon inthe Caſe, and there- 
pon deficed ro make an inquiry concerning it ; And 
this Informant farther faith, that yeſterday in the 
Morning, «ne Miltris Hurd bringing ro him m—_— 
which ſhe had raken out of ſome of the Girrs, whic 
was put in the Portage; This Informant judged itto be 
Poyſor, 


Gray Holland, 
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The Information of Mary the Wiſe of James Hurd of 
Plymouth Merchant, taken as aforeſaid on Oath. 


He ſaid Informant ſaith, that ſhe was ſent for 

to come to the Houſe of William Weeks Dyer, 
on Sunday laſt paſt, and when this Informant came 
to the laid Houle, ſhe m-t with Miltris Pengelley, who 
cold her that ſhe was very Sick, and that ber Father 
and Mother were alſo very Sick, that they were a Bed 
aſleep, This Informant departed, and came again 
che next Morning, and this Informant they meeting 
with the ſaid Miltris Pengelley, ſhe asked her how her 
Father and Mother did, who told her that they were 
very ill, and deſired this Informant to go up inthe 
Chamber and ſee them: And when this Informant 
came into the Chamber, ſhe found the ſaid Maſter 
Weeks and his Wife very ill, with Vomiting and Purg- 
ingzand ſhe demanded of them what they had eaten the 
day before: They ſaid, nothing but Potrage ; And 
this Informant further ſaith, that ſhe coming into the 
Court of the ſaid Maſter Weekes, the ſaw Vomitin 
there which the Dog had done, whereupon ſhe defire 
them to take ſome Oy] and Sack, which was taken by 
Maſter Weeks and his Daughter Pengelley, but his 
Wife did take very little, and that rhe Nurſe and Child 
took ſome Sack and Qyl likewiſe, And this Exami- 
nant further ſaith, that the ſaid Miſtris Weeks conti- 
nued ſo bad til] about Three of the Clock in the Af- 
ternoon, and then died : And endeavoring to find out 
the cauſe, the next day they put a Spoon- 
ful of the ſame * Girts which were inthe #*Oatmeal, 
Portage, and boyled it in a Pint of Water, 
and gave the ſame to the Nog. And about half an 
hour after, the Dog was taken with Vomitings, and 
looking into the botrom of the Skillet wherein the 
B z Water 
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Water and Girts were boyled, took out ſome Yellow 


thing, which they underſtood ro be Yellow «Arſenick ; 


to make a further di:covery, they rook the remainder 
of the # Girts, and put them jn a Bowl 
#Oxtmeal, of Water, intending to ſee what was 
therein, to ſtand a little while, and when 
tacy came ro ſee for ir, the * Girts were 
*Oxtmea!, taken our, and the Water thrown away 
by Annc Evans ( Apprentice to the laid 
William Wecks Dyer ) into the Sink, and ſceing at- 
ter wards into the Sink, they took up ſome more of the 
Poyſon , and ſhewed jt to DoQor Holland, and 
ſome other Phyſitians, who ſaid it was Yellow Arſe. 
nick. 
Mary Hurd, 
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The Information of Hugh Li:tleworth , zaken before 
the Right Worſhipful William Weeks Major of Ply- 
mouth, Auguſt 25, 1675. 


He ſaid Infermant faith, that be having ſome 
diſcourſe with Anne Evans, the ſaid, that there 

had been a difference bet ecn the Nurſe Philip Wite 
of Richard Cary and her Miltris }eeks, and the ſaid 
Philip Cary ſaid, that the would. fit her Miſtris, and 
the ſaid Philip Cary asking of the ſaid Evans where ſhe 
ſhould have any Rars-bane, Who replied, if ſhe did 
goto the Apothecary, he would take her name. And 
alſo the ſaid Evans confefled to this Informant, that 
ſhe gathering of Herbs on Wedneſday or Thurlday latt 
in ihe Garden, ſome Stones were th:own in over the 
Wall intothe Garden, 2nd at laſt a Paper was thrown 
in, which ſhe took vp and carricd it in, andputitina 
Sajr-Sellar, thewing it to the ſaid Philip Cary, who 
told her that ſhe did not know what jt was, and y' 
e 


CF 


ſhe put it into the Salt-Sellar again, and ſeeking tor it 
on Sabbath day at night, it was gone out of the Salt- 
Gellar. And this Informant further ſaith, that he 
was informed by Chriftophey $cibbow , that the ſaid 
Philip (ary was packing up her Cloaths ro be gon, 


Hugh Littleworth. 


Elizabeth Crone and Anne Partridge both depoſe 
the ſame, 


The Information of the [aid Philip Cary taken as aforc- 
ſaid. 


He ſaid Informant faith, that on Munday was 
Sevennight, there was a difference between ker 
and her Mittris concerning the Frying of Pilchards, 
and amonglit other things, the ſaid Miltris Weeks call- 
ed this [ntorm,ant Whore, and faid, that ſhe was her 
Husbands Whore. And this Informant told the ſaid 
Miltris 1/ceks, thar the had made a difference berween 
this Informant and her Husband ; but the next Morn« 
ing the ſaid Miſtris Weeks and rhis Informant were 
very good Friends; and this Informant going to call 
' her Husband where he was at Keels, he took up a Bowl 
in his Hand, and faid, thar the ſhould gov home to 
Maſter Weeks, for that the was his Whore. And this 
t Informant further ſaich, thar this Informant and her 
Husband being invited tv Dinner to the ſaid Maſter 
Weeks bis Houte on Sabbath day laſt, and when ſhe 
| came, there was a Dith of Pottage laded up before ſhe 
came, which ſhe did ear, and her [Tusband did ear 
- two Diſhes of the ſame Pottage. 
” Andthis Informant further ſaith, that Miltris Pen- 
# zelley did tell this Laformant, that «Anne Euens did 
B 4 riſe 


(8) 
riſe on Sabbath day by Four of the Clock in the Mor: 
ing, which ſhe did wonder at, and this Informant fur. 
ther ſaith, that the ſaid Anne Evans told her, that ſhe 
would go away with the Mountebanks, for ſhe could 
not jndure the hardneſs of ber Miſtris, 

And this Informant further faith, that the Munday 
following, ſhe Vomited and Purged, and that ſhe 
had great pains in her Stomack, and Griping in the 
Gpts, and alſo ſajth, that there are noretainers be- 
longing to the Houſe beiides this Informant, and the 
ſaid Anne Evans, and that no one elſe doth dreſs the 
Mear. 


Bn —— 


The Examination of Anne Evans, taken a5 aforeſeidon 
Oath the 261h. of Auguit, 1675. 


T He ſajd Examinant fſajth, that about a Fourt- 
night or Three Weeks ſince, there then being 
a difference between her Miltris El;zabetb Weeks, and 
Nurſe Philip Cary, the ſaid Nurle {aid, that ſhe would 
fir her one way or other. And this Informant further 
ſaith, that a Tueſday lalt, ſhe going our into the 
Garden to gather H«1bs, amongſt the Marygolds the 
found a Paper, in which was a yellow Stone, which 
ſhe thought was Painting, bur now ſhe ſuppoſethir 
was Rgats-banc, 1» this Informant carried it in, and 
put it in a Salt-Sellar, and a Saturday ſhe ſhewed the 
ſame to the Nurſe, and azked her what it was, who 
told her ſhe knew not, and then ſhe put it in the Salt- 
Sellar again, 

And this Examinant further ſaith, that the next dy 
afrer the ſaid difterence, the ſaid Nurſe tojd this Exa- 
minant, ſhe did with the old Gypſon were to far as ſhe 
did wiſh her, and ſaid that ſhe would fir her, andthis 
Examinant asking her how, ſhe anſwered, 3 little 
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Rgts-bane would make work with ber by and by, And 
this Examinant asking her where ſhe' would haye it, 
ſhe ſaid that there was enough at the Apothecaries, 
And this Examinant told her, that he would take her 
name, and ſhe anſwered, that there was an Apothe. 
cary in St, Andrews Street that did nor know her, 

' And this Examinant further ſaith, that on Saturday 
laſt, this Examinant ferched a Pot of Beer for her 
Matter before he went to Plympton, and her Matter 
made a Toaft, and put in Natmeg and Sugar therein, 
and did Drink thereof, and her Mitltris, and Miſtris 
Pengelley, and her Son Fohn, and pur the remainder 
inthe Window, and when this Examinant came to ſee 
for the Drink, there was a great Spider init, then ſhe 
took out the Spider with a Spoon,” and left in the Win. 
dow, and a little after ſhe asking the Nurſe whether 
ſhe had drank the Beer that ſtood in the Window, ſhe 
ſaid no. Then this Examinant told her that there 
wasa Spider in ir, but ſhe had taken ir out, anddid 
believe that ber Miſtris had drank it ; then the Nurſe 
replied, thou ſhouldelt have let ir alone thou Foo] 

and not have taken it out, but ſhouldeſt have ſquarted 
it abroad in the Beer. | 


The Sign of «Anne A.E. Evans] 
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Thc Fx4mination of the ſaid Philip Cary, 8aken as afare2 
ſaid, | 


4 

He ſaid Examinant being demanded whether 

ſhe did ſay that ſhe did wiſh the old Gypon 

were ſofar as ſhe did wiſh, ard that ſhe would fir her, 
and wherher ſhe did ſay that her Rats- bane would work 
with her by and by, or words to that effeR, ſhe an- 
{wered, no. And being demanded whether ſhe had 
any, 
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any diſcourſe with the ſaid Anne Evans touching the 
Spider on Saturday laſt, which ſhould be taken out of 
the Beer, ſhe jaith ſhe had; and being demanded why 
ſhe ſaid to the ſaid Evans, that ſhe ſhould have 1: 
the Spider alone and {(quarred it abroad in the Beer, 
or uſed any words to that effeR, ſhe ſaith, that the had 
no diſcourſe with her, nor ſpake any ſuch thing ; and 
this Examinant turther faith, that ſhe did hear the 


ſaid Anne Evans ſay, that ſhe would make auay with 


ber Miltris, ro wit, the ſaid Miſtris JPeehs, there be. 
ing a difference bet een them on Saturday was Fourt- 
night, tothe belt of this Examjnants remembrance : 
and being demanded why ſhe did not reveal it, ſhe 
anſwered , that the ſaid Anne Evans did deſire he: 
that ſhe would not reveal it, tor it the did, ſhe ſhon'd 
be even killed, and therefore th= did forbear tore. 
veal it. 
The Sign of the ſaid Philip Cary, 


— —— 


———_—_—_ 


The Examination of Anne Evans, taken before the Right 
Worſhipful William Weeks Major , and William 
Jennings Merchant, two Fuſtices, &c. the Firſt day of 
September 1675. 


T He ſaid Examinant ſaith, that there hath been a 
continual difference between the ſaid Nurle 
Philip Cary, and her Miltris Elizabeth Weeks, and 
the {aid Pbilip Cary did fay ſeveral times, that the 
would fit the {aid Miltris }eeks, And thi> Examinant 
further ſaith, that yeiterday was Fourtnighr, ſhe be- 
ing in the Herb Garien, there were fome Stones 
thrown into the Herb Garien by tome Children which 
were out in the Lane, and ihe lovking ou: over tne 
Wall, faw che faid Philip Cary and the (Child ontin 
$he Lane. And this Exam:nant further foltn, rmnarfi; 
rn? 


4Y Wo oe 


”_—— IT OI P—=< — REY 


PAIOW 2 9 rate EE ELON SY EE 
co = Oo. a AL. SS as as i. ox. avCaoccao a... wc i. ws 


— 


CES) 


thentook up a Paper, in which was a yellow Stone, 
which ſhe thought was yellow Painting, but now ſhe 


| doththink that it was Rats-banc, ſo this Examinant 


carried it in, and put it in a Salt-Sellar, and the Sa- 
turday following, this Examinant cleanſing of the 
Shelves, ſhe took it down, and pur it in her Pocket, 
and inthe Evening ſhe ſhewed it to the Nurſe, and 


{ asked her what it was, who ſceming not to take notice 
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of it, ſhe (this Examinant ) pur it again in the Salt- 
Sellar, ſo the went out unto the Conduit to fetch ſume 
Water, and when the came in again, this Examinanr 
further ſai:b,thart ſhe doth believe, thar the ſaid Nurſe 
did take d: wn the ſaid Rats bane, for that when ſhe 
camein, ſhe ſaw the ſaid Nurſe breaking of it between 
two Tiles into Powder, - and this Examinant asking 
her what ſhe would do with it when ſhe had broken it, 
ſhereplied, ſhe was going ro fir a Medicine for the o}d 
Woman, mcatiing the faid Miſtris }eeks, and then 
the ſaid Nurſe, when ſhe had broken the ſame ſmall, 
ſhe took ſome of the ſame Fats bane and putit ina 
Cloam-Diſh, and then drew about a quarter of a 
Pint of Small Becr to it, and fo ler it ſteep all nighr 
long: And then the ſaid Nurſe gave ſome of the fie 
Rats-bane to this Informam!t, and told her that ſhe 
ſhould put the ſame jnto the Old womans Diſh, when 


| ; ſhedid rake up ſome P-trage for her, and you ſhall 
| ſee, as ſhe ſaid, what ſport we ſhall have with her to 
; Morrow, and that which thi: Examinant ſhould give 


her, would do her no hurt, but that which ſhe had fit- 


- ted would do her work, and that ic would make her 


1 Re 


die within halt an hour, and ſaid, when the Old wo- 
man was gone, that we ſhould live fo metrty as the 


! days were lorg, And this Examinant further ſaith, 
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that the ſaid Nurſe did charge this Examinant upon 
her life, that ſhe ſhould net rell of it, for unlefs that 
the this Examinant C14 not declare it, it would never 


come 
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come to light: And withal, told this Examinant; 
that if ſhe did tell of it, ſhe would deny it, and lay i 
all upon this Examinant, And this Examinant fur. 
ther faith, that the next day being Sunday, hayi 

Bailed a picce of Beef, and part of a Neck of Veal 
and Cabbidge, and Carrots, and made Pottage ; And 
then about Eleven of the Clock, the laid Miltris Weeks 
asked for a Dilh of Pottage, and bid this Examinant 
lade up a Dilh, which thi» Examinant did, and then 
put in the ſaid Kats-bane into the Dith, according as 
the Nurſe had ordered, thinking of no hurt; and 
this Examinant ſaith, that the ſaid Miltri> Weeks did 
eat up all the Portage, and left we Bread inthe Diſh, 
and then ſh= laded up more Pottage to the Bread in 
the ſame Diſh, and the ſaid Maſter Weekg did eat up 
all the Portag*, and very little Bread : and then 
Miſtris Mary Pengelley laded up ſome more Portage 
to the ſame Bread, in the ſame Dith, which ſhe did 
theneat upall, Pottage and Bread, And this Exa. 
minant ſaith, that about rhree hours after the (ail 
Miſtris Weeks was taken with Purgiug and Vomiting, 
and being very dry, they gave this Examinant order to 
fetch a Pot of Strong Beer in a Silver Tankard, and 
the mean while the ſaid Nurſe made a Tolt toputin 
jr, which ſh- accordingly fetcht, and'when ſhe came 
into the Kirchin, where the ſaid Nurſe was making of 
2 Toaſt, ſhe gave the Tankard with the Beer unto the 
Nurſe : And thi. Examinant faith, that ſhe did ſee the 
ſaid Nurſe Drink a liztle of the Beer, which was intbe 
ſaid Tankard, and then peſzntly tilled it up again 
with the ſame Bzer, in which the ſaid Rats-bane was 
ſtceped in the night before, and then the ſaid Nutſe 
carried the ſame Beer up in the Chamber unto the 
ſajd Maſter }:eks and Miſtiis Weeks : And this Exa- 
minant going up atrer her with a Swab to take up the 
Vomiting. This Examinant ſaw the ſaid Mittris my 
D:ir 
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(13) 
Drink firſt of the ſaid Beer, and then (he delivered it 
to Maſter Weeks, and he did Drink, lo he delivered jt 
to Miltris Pengeſley, and ſhe fougd fault with ir, and 
ſaid, tharthe Beer was keamy, and that if they had 
no better, they ſhould fetch ir ar ſome vther place. 
But this Examinant did fee the ſaid Miſtris Pongellep 


| eat ſome of the ſaid Toalt : And this Examinant fur- 
| therſaith, having the next day an occaſion to make 


uſe of the ſaid Tankard, found the infide thereof in 


* the botrom, black, yellow, and diſcolored, as though 
* jtwas Cankered, and the Nurſe bad her Scour it out 


with Sand, Whereas before when ſhe fertcht the Beer ic 


* was clean. 


And this Examinant further faith, thar ſhe being 


| troubled ro ſee ber Maſter and Mittris ſo Sick z; ſhe 
| faid, Alas! Nurſe, what have ycu done, that our 


| Maſter and Miltris are ſo very Sick 2 She replied, what 


* ſhe had done as to Miſtris Weeks, ſhe had done God 
# gocd Service in it, to rid her out of the way, and 
” hoped that (he had done her buſineſs, and did look up- 
 onir, that ſhe had done no fin in it; and ſaith, as tro 
the Girts thar ſhe can ſay no tarther, but what ſhe 
bath ſaid in ber former Examination, to which for 
: more certaimy ſhe reterreth het ſeit. 
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The Mark of the ſaid Anne A.E. Fvans. 


The Examination of the ſaid Philip Cary , taken as 
aforeſaid. 


T He ſaid Examinant being demanded whether the 

ſaid Anne Eyans did not ſhow her the (aid yellow 

Stone,on Saturday laſt was Sevennight,and whether ſhe 

did nct break it abroad in Powder between two Tiles, 

and whethzs the did not ſteep part of itin a _ * 
m 
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Small Beer, and wacther the did not give ſome of the 
ſame Rats-bane which 1h: had broken unto the (ail 
Anuec Fvuans, and told her that ſhe ſhould pur it into 
the Old womans Dith , meaning tae Old Miltris 
Weeks, or uled any words to that ettet, anſwered,No, 
And being demanded ailv, whether the had any di. 
courſe with the ſaid Anne / vans, concerning the Poy- 
{on mentioned in the atureſaid Examination of the 
ſaid Anne Fvuans, or any words to that effeQ, denies 
the ſame; bur faith, that the doth believe that they 
thall both die for it, becauſe ſhe hath conccalcd the 
Counſel of the (ai1 Anne Evans. 

The Mark of Philip + Gary. 


- — 


Nd now they are in ſafe Cullody, inthe Priſon 
joyning tothe Town- Hal} in Plymouth, where 
they have time and }eifure ro ruminate upon their foul 
and odious Crime, to conſider of the horrible danger 
ro which theſe pretious Soul- are expoſed, and to make 
their Peace with God, if it be well husbanded and im- 
proved. Bur I fear me, that though the Lord wait 
graciouſly Six Months together for their Repentance, 
and cry aloud by this terrible diſpenſation to convert, 
retorm and give Glory to him before they come to 
Judg nent, we ſhall even after their Condemnation at 
the Afizes, mcer with other a"d worſe news from 
them. Bcfore we raik with theſ: Milzfa@ors any 
further, it will not b- unnecetlary ro make a litcle di. 
oreflion, and fee what evidence the Righteous Provi- 
dence of God doth Adminiltcr towards a fujler dete- 
Rjon of their Sia and Guilr, 
Miſtris #/ccks being deceaſed, and Door Hollani 
a Phy{ian of the Town having averred it to beby 
Poyſon; the Coronor was ſent for, to inquire into 
the cauſes of her death; who having impannel'd his 


Jury, 
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(15) 
Jury, and examined Witnelles, do aj] Unanimouſly 
concune intheir Vepdict, that ſhe was tnurdered, and 
that by Poyion. 

The ſame Verdict allo was given in by another 

Jury, that fare upon the death of Miltris Pcrgelley. 
| The vbltinacy of tbe Nuiſe to the very inftaurt of her 
| going off the Ladder, in denying her lelf either princis 
| pal or acccſ[ary to this bloody tact, will excuſe the rela- 
{ tor, if be ſubjuyn the reſpective depoſitions of ſeveral 
 Wirnelſes upon their Oath concerning it, that ſo the 
* Jultice of God may be glorified, and no Siniſter 
| thoughts of the Judge, Grand or Petty Juries that 

condemned her be entertained, 


— —— —O—_—_— —_——— <—_—— > x ————— —— 


© The Examination of Chrilt-pher Scibbow of Plymouth 

inthe County of Devon Dyer, had and taken at Ply- 

” mouth aforeſaid, by and before Thomas Payne Gen- 

" rtleman, Coronor for our Soveraign Lord the King, 
within the Liberty of the Burrough of Plymouth a- 
foreſaid, onthe Corporal Oath of the ſaid Examinant, 
thy 27th, day of Auguit, Anno Domini, 1675, 


2 T Heſaid Examinant faith, that on Wedneſday night 
Y lait, he was at the Priſon window in Plymouth, 
2 where Anne Evans Spinlter was committed on Suſpiti=- 
2 on, for poyſoning Eliz uber!) he wite of William Weeks 
7 Dyer, when and where this Examirant heard the ſaid 
2 »AnncEvansto ſay, that the Nurſe ( meaning Phi- 
1 lip the wite of Richard Cary ) did ask of her abuur a 
2# month Lctaxe ro buy ſome Rats-hanc, and that ſhe 
7 gave an{wereo the ſaid Nurte, that ſhe would not do 
$1”, becauic the Aporhoca!y wouid pur her name upon 
HIMATDI 
FT. "IT oy 
4 C hriftopher S$cibbow, 
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The Examination of Suſanna, the Wife of Brian Cinf. 
fi-1d of Ply mourh aforeſzid Planter, taken before the 
ſaid Coronor, on the Corporal Oath of the ſaid Exami- 
nant, the day and ycer aforcſaid. | 


He ſaid Examinant fſajth, that on Munday laſt; 
| ſh? wear and faw Elizab.th,the Wite of Willian 
Weeks Dyer, and found her very Sick, and this Exa- 
minant, and other Perſons thar were preſent, did be- 
lieve that ſhe had been poyloned, upon which thete 
was ſome new Eroth made, and made 
*Oxtmeal, with (ome ot the ſame * Girts, that had 
been put into the old Eroth, and when 
it was made, the gave it to a great Dog, who pre- 
ſently Vommited ir up again. She alſo faith, that Anne 
Evans, Maſter Weeks his Servant. fhew: & this Exami- 
nant the bottom of the new Broth, where was found a 
Yellow Gravel, and one ſhewing of jt ro Miltris Hurd 
and-grbers, they did bcltcye that it was Rets=bane, 


Suſanna Canificld. 
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The Examination of Alice,the Wiſc of Anthony Windeit 
of Plymouth, aforeſaid Clothicr, taken as aforeſail 
beforc the ſaid Coroner on her Oath. 


He ſaid Examinant ſaith, that on Wednefday laſt, 

ſhe went and ſaw Maſter William Weeks Dyer, 

and Mary Pengellcy, b:ing very Sick, it being reported 
chat they and Miitris Hecks had been poy- 

#0ztmeal, ſoned,on which it was ſajd,that the* Girts 
; which were in the houſc and had not been 
uſed, ſhould be waſhed, and the ſame were accotd- 
ingly waſhed by Anne Evans, the faid Malter my 
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his Seryant, and in the bottom there was found ſome 
Yellow, like Grave], part whereof was about the big- 
nels of a ſma}] Pins head, upon which this Examinant 
blamed the ſaid eAnne Evans for waſhing the ſame 
without order, wao confefled that ſhe had done it with- 
out Order. 

rAlice Windeit. 
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The Examination and Information of Mary Pengelley 
of Plymouth, in the County of Devon Widow, taken 
before the ſaid (ſoronor on her Corporal Oath, the thir-= 
ticth day of Auguſt, Anno Domini 1675, 


He ſaid Examinant faith, that yeſterday Jaſt was 
Sevennight inthe Mornivg, Anne Evans the Ap- 
prentice of Maſter William Weeks Dyer, terched a 
Tankard of Strong Beer, on whick there ſeemed unto 
this Examinant that there was Keam, for which ſhe 
was blamed, of which this Examinant drank hearty : 
And now this Examinant doth verily believe by what 
hath happened fince, that that which ſhe took to be 
Keam on the faid Beer, was Poyſon: And this Exa- 
minant further ſaith, that afterwards yeſterday was 
Sevennight ſhe being come down over the Staires in 
the Kitchin, about Noon the faid gAnne Evans asked 
this Examinant if ſhe would ear any Pottage, ( the 
ſaid William Weeks and Elizabeth his Wife, this Exa- 
minants Fati.er and Mother having eaten Portage a 
little before, ) and this Examinant told her that ſhe 
would, and accordingly ſhe did eat a Dith of Pottage, 
( being out of the ſame Diſh that ber ſaid Father and 
Mother did ſo eat Portage a little before, ) and that 
preſently after this Examinant and her ſaid Father 
and Mother were taken exceeding Sick, of which her 
ſaid Mother died the next day after. And this Ex- 
ys C aminanx 
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zminant doth verily believe in her Conſcience, that 


che laid »vAnne Evars with the contrivance of Philip 
the Wife of Richard Cary, who allo lived in the ſaid 
Matter ecks his Houle, did put Poyſon in the ſaid 
Portage, and fo poyloned her ſaid Mother, whereof 
ihe died, and a!lo poyloned her ſail Father and this 
Examinant. And this Examinant doth allo beljeye 
that the ſaid Richard Cary, who fetched his Diet in 
the ſaid houſe, had ailo tome hand in the ſaid contri. 
Vancc, 
St,num predictz Mariz Penzelley. 


The Examination of William Weeks of Plymouth afore- 
faid 1'yer, on his (forporal Oath before the (aid Cores 
nor, the Thirticth {ay of Auguit, 1675. 


T He ſaid Examinant faith, that there have been cf. 

ren (cveral diff.rences between Elizabeth the Exa- 
minants Wifc, and Annc F-:4ns his Apprentice, and 
Philip the Wit: of Richard Cary bis Servant; and that 
yelterday was Sevennight ialt, about Noon, thefſaid 
*Arnc Evens took vp a Tiſh of Pottage, and gave the 
ſaive to thn Examinans Wife, wio did eat up moſt 
part of th: Broth, bur cid car up little or ndthing of 
the Bread, the not liking the ſame ; and one looking 
into the Dith, this Examjnant found ſome Yellow 
Gravel ( and by what this Examinant doth under- 
ftand {irco, he verily belizycs that it was Yellow fo 
Fenich.) Ant hedemandirg what it was, there was 
no one there wovld or cou}d make any diſcovery, And 
preſcn-.y atter wad» the {aid Anne Evans took up fume 
more Portage in the (aid Dith, to the Bread which his 
Wite br lotr, a. d he did eat up the Broth thereof, 
and ſome of the fa'd Gravel which cruſhed in bis 
recth, but did not cat any of the Fleſh which was 
bciled 
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bolled in the-ſaid Pottage, for that it did look black » 
And preſently after Mary Pengelley Widow, this Exa- 
minants Naughrer did eat ſome of the ſame Pottage, 
and al] Three were preſently taken very Sick by great 
Swellings and Vomitings, and that his ſaid Wife con- 
tinued {otill the next day and died, And this Exa- 
minant doth veri!y bc:ieve in his Conſcience, that 
the ſaid Anne Evans, together with the ſaid Philip 
Cary, did wittingly and willingly put Arfenick into 
the ſaid Pottage, and ſo poyfoned his faid Wife, 
| whereof ſhe died. And this Examinant alſo doth 
| verily believe in his Conſcience, that the ſaid eAnne 
Evans and Philip Cary, did by the ſame means and 
| procurement as aforeſaid, Poyfon this Examinant and 
! the ſaid Mary Pengelley, And he doth allo yetily be= 
| lieve, that the ſaid Richard Cary was privy and had a 
hand therein. 


Per me William Weeks, 


| The Examination of Philip Sendy of Plymouth aforeſatd, 
Widow, taken before the ſaid Coronoy on her Cor- 
poral Oath, the Two and rwenticth day of September, 
Anno Domini 1675. 


He ſaid Examinant faith, that the day on which 
Miſtris Elizabeth Weeks was Buried, Philip the 
: VWike of Richard Cary being then in Plymouth Priſon on 
| Suſpition, for poyloning ot the {aid Miſtris #eeks; ſhe 
E theſaid Philip ſent for this Examinanr, to whom this 
Examinant went, and ſpoke with her, and demanded 
of her what ſhe would have, who made anſwer, that 
this Examinant ſhould remember her Service to her 
2 Maſter and Miſtris, and to tell them char ſhe was 
troubled that ſhe had not acquaiiited her, what ſhe 
4 (meaniog as this Examinant believeth one Anne 
| T £ Ropans) 
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Evans) had an intent todo the Saturday was Seyen. 
Night before. : 

Signum preditz P Philip Scndy, 
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The Examination of Joane zhc }/. fe of Richard Scanne| 
of Piymouth aforcſai4 Cooper, taken before the ſail 
Coronor 08 her Corporal Oath, the day and year lift 

mentioned. 


Tc ſaid Examinant faith, that the Munday Even- 

ing that El; abeth the Wife of William Weeks died, 
being the Thrice and 1wenticth day of Auguſt lalt, this 
Examinant coming into the Kitchin of the {aid Maſter 
Weeks, where was Anne Evans, Richard Cary, and 
Philip his wite, unto whom this Examinant ſpoke, 
thac it was very fad there thou be ſo many Sick, 
upon which the ſaid Anne Evans ſaid, that ſhe was 
forry tor her Miſtris { meaning Mary Pengelley, ) but 
P was glad that the Olu D-vil was gone ( meaning that 
F the taid Miittris Jerks was dead ) and ſaid thatſhe 
: would fing the day that ſhe was Buricd, bur would not 
lye one night in the houſe after ſhe was Buried, for 
that the was ſource ſhe would appear againas a Spirit, 
and thatrthe Devil hid been a long time building of a 
Pallace for her, and thar ihe veiterday before he had 
laid the la{t Stone, andthar that very day he placed 
her in, All which was fo oken by the ſaid Anne Evan, 
in the preſence and hearivy of rhe ſaid Fichard (ay, 
and Philip his wite, and aithovgh this Examinant did 
Mlame tne ſaid Anxze Evans, yer they, nor either of 
them did any way TeDIOVve the ſaid Anne Evans for 
wrac he did fay, 
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The Examination of Joane the Wife of William How 
of Plymouth aforeſ4i4 Beer- Brewer, ken before the 
ſaid Coronoy on her Corporal Oath, the day and year 
laſt mentioned. 


] He ſaid Examinant faith, that the very day that 

Elizabeth the wite of William IWeeks Dyer died, 
being the Three and twentieth diy of Auguſt laſt palt, 
this Examinant being at the houſe of the taid Willian 
Weeks, and diſcourſing with Philip the wite of Richard 
Cary, the ſaid Philip Cary went away from this Exa=- 
minant, and ſaid, Oh thar the th«uld ever go cut the 
Saturday Þcfore ( to the beſt «tf this Examinants re- 
membrance) ro ruine this Family ( meaning the ſaid 
Matter Jes bis Fami:y, 

Fodane How. 
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The Ex:imination of Arabella the Wife of Thomas 
vMoore of Plymuuth, aforeſaid Merchant, taken be- 
fore the [2i4 Coronoy on her Corporal Oath, the day and 
jear laſt mentioned, 


He faid Examinant faith, that the day that Eli34- 

beth the wife of William Weeks died, or the day 
af'er, the being at the hovle of the laid W/1lliam Weeks, 
Filip the wite of Richard Cary wepr, and wrung het 
hands, and ſaid tothis Examinant, Oh Miſltris Moore, 
that ever ſhe ſhuuld 90 Our of Doors tv ruine this Fa- 
mily ! (Meaning the ſaid Maiter Weeks his Family.) 


Aralella Moore, 
Arian Cookworthy of Plym9.th Spinlter, being then 


l[worn, depotcih ihe tame. 
E-2 The 
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The Examination of Philip the Wife of Richard Cary of 
Plymouth, aforcſaid Husbindman, tazen before th: 
ſaid Coronor, the day and year aforejaid, laſt menti. 
oncd. 


7 He ſaid Examinant being demanded whether ſhe 
were a Servant at Wayes toW{a4ry Pengelley, late 
of Plymouth, aforeſaid Widow deceated, art the time 
of the death of Eliqgabah the wite of William Weeks, 
sne {2i:h that she was then a Servant to the ſaid Mitſtris 
Penge!ley at Wages, and continucd in the ſame Service 
until ſhc was commit:ed to Priton; $he allo faith, that 
when the was a Nurle unto the faid Mittris Pengellg, 
She had Thiee Pound 2: d Ton Snhiltings per annum, and 
that the tame was continued to her ever fince, and 
She b-licverth that there iz Money now due to her, 


Signum p zdilz, Philip | Cary. 


T He Wi:neſl.s having been Examined, th:ir Depo- 

fitions raken, they are all bound over to Proſes 
ewe our Niletactors at the next Aﬀlizes for the Coun- 
ty of Devon, v hoſe Mirtimus is now Signed and Seal- 
ed, ardrtacy lm tothe High Goal near the Callle of 
Exon. 

Here th y (pond til Six Months, but what! Ina 
ſerious and tad rofhutt. on upon their hajinous and Cry- 
ing fit): Inthe exiles of Repentance, CContrit1on, 
and Godlivels: No, 1 nothing leſs than in the pra- 
Aice of inch inditpeniibie Nutics, | 

In truth they cam ihith-r che Slaves and Vaſlals of 
the Devil, tul! of Ignorance, and unacquainted with 
God, and the things of God, they were got intoa 
Priton, he very Sulyrb: of Heil, a piace nw Re- 
. ators 
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lators knowledge } 4 Seminary of all Villanics, Pre 
phanencſs, and Impicties, deſtitute of good Com- 
puny, good Books, and the good means of Grace, ani 
of all helps, ſaving their Afﬀiifion, that might lead 
| And it was very . improbable, 
that under ſo great a want of Spiritual advantages, 


they ſhould bethink themſelves of Heaven and Eternity, 


Indeedthey might and ought to have done it, But 


| they were captivated by the Prince of Darkneſs, who 
7 had blinded the cyes of their underitandings, and Sear- 
! edtheir hearts as with an hot Iron, that th. y thould 


not ſee, nor know, nor conſider the thi vgs that b-long= 
ed un'otheir Peace, Beſides they were held in {tron- 
ger Chains taan thoſe of Iron; their own iniquitic's 
had taken hold of them, and they were bound with the 
Cords of their fins, 

Here thy fed themfelves, and are Battered alſo 
by their Companions in Ungud/ineſs, with the fond 
an tale h- pes of eſcaping the Fultice of man 3 and 75 


* forthat of God, they never Drcam ot ir, it enters not 


into their thoughts, Let them but eſcape the Gallous 
a"d ger out of Goal,they imagine Hel! may be avoide 
ed with lels dithcuity, and Heaycn ubtained with far 
m re tacility, 

Thus Camection-lihe they live upon the Air, or with 
Ephraim upon the Eait wind; or as Efay's Idolator 
thcy feed upon Aſhes ; a deccived hcart hath turned 
tdem ahde, that they cannot 4-liver thcir Souls, nor 
lie in our right haids2 Bur inthe 
depth of their S2ncelcincls and S.cutity , they are 
lurpriz:d with a cold dann, 

The Aſliz's are come, the Judges arrived, the 
Trumpets ſound, and our wretched Priſoncrs are Siume 
moned unto Judgment, Up they go mirathe Bar with 


heavy hcaits, tnouph with undejetted Countenancese 
They had ome 1 joICave ESCU. G5 
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and rather than want a Shift and Plea for themſelyes: 
they will add finto fin, lyings and impudent denials, 
Alas! Poor Souls, this is not to leflen, but to agora- 
vate your guilt, this doth not hide but diſcovcr jr, 
You Cloath you. ſeives with a Net, your Nakedneſ 
ard filth is the more Apparent. Witncſles are exa. 
mined, ' evidence is produced , the MalcfaRors are 
beaid and permittcd to fpeak tor themſelves, the Bill 
was tourd, and an Impart:a] Jury declares them Guil. 
ty, they are cali, Sentence is pronounced, ard nuw 
being dead in Law, they Peticion for a Tranſportation, 

Here is the laſt Retuge of miſerable Murderers; 
Bu. Jullice cilpenſe:hno tavors, they may be Tranſ- 
ported to angther world, not to another Land, Blood 
crics tor Bluvd, [nnocent Blood demandeth Ven- 
geance. God hath faidit, and the Righteous Law 
England hath confirmed it; . that he, who fhedd:th 
mans Bio: d, by man ſhall his Bloud be thed, a man 
that offers Violence to the bluod of avy perſon, (tall 
flie to the Pir, let no man ſtay him. 

Accordinzly their Petition is rejeed, their Requeſt 
isdeni. d. they arc bidden to p epire for death, all 
hopes of life here hav letrt and torlaken th-m. 

The Git], as G:iity of Petty Treat n and Murder, 
| Sentenced tu be d:iawn on an Hurdieto th: place 
where [he ſho1} be Ex:,cur: d, and there Burnt to death, 
Ah -nibl. death ! An Emlyem a'd lively Picture of 
Hell to: ments ! D aw" as it dra2gea by Devils, Burnt 
alive, as 't in ihat Like of Fire and B:imitone al: cay ! 
Lord ! what Rock: arc theſe that do not rend and 
break to pieces at th: hearing and thinking of it 2 
M-rhj.;ks th: very Sentence thould bave ftruck her 
dead, There is fo much «f kirtor in fit, that with 
Nabal her Hciart ſhow. d have di:d in her. Yet the 
tes under it. Lord? Let ir be in mercy to her! 
Space > g'ven tier to eſcape the wrath of God, ay 
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ſhe cannot the vengeance of Man, The Nurſe muſt 
Hang til] ſhe be dead, a too gentle death for ſuch a 
Prodigy of #ngodlineſs ! She Pleads itifly her Inno- 
cency, diſowns all Guilt, takes no Shame, her Bruw 
is Braſs, ſhe is Impudent, and hath an Whores Fore. 
head. It ever there were a Daughter of Hell, this 
was one in her proper colors, No evidence ſhall con. 
vince her. Confels ſaith ſhe ! Then I ſhall Hang ing 
decd, I deny the fat, none {aw ir, none knew it but 
the Girl, it may be that vile Perſon her Husband 
had a Finger in ir, but he is gone, Some will pitty 
me, though none will believe me, none can help me, 
Yet tho: gh the muſt die, as ſurc as the was born, the 
Devil helps her to one Expedient, as ſhe conceives 
that may ſave her Life, My Lord, I am Innocent, 
I am with Child, do nor kill two Innocents, If 
muſt die, let my Child live ! 

The Reverend Judge is too Righreous to puniſh the 
Innocent with the Guilty; or to deſtroy the Child 
for the Mo.h-rs fault. Hence a Midwite is come 
manded ro attend the Cowt, a Jury of Matrons 
impannel]'d, the Murdereſs is ſearched, and after 
their ſtrictelt Scrutiny and Inqueſt, they find her a 
Lyar, to have troubled the Court needleſly, the is not 
quick, as ſhe would bear them in hand, it the have at 
all conceived, 

Upon this they are returned to their Priſons, and 
now in fight of Hell, Others pity them, and trem« 
bleat their diſmal State z but poor wretches, they 
have no Bowels for themſelves, yea, without any gra- 
cjous Sentiments, without any feeling omeetentinng 
of their apvroaching miſery. 

Plymouth hath been the firſt Scene of this Tragedy, 
there had they committed their Murders, and upon 
the humble Petition of Maſter Weeks, Husband, and 
Father to the Murdered Perſons, and concurrent Re= 


queſt 
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queſt of the Grand Jury, His Lordſhip grants it to be 
the place of their Execution. This was a rare SpeQas 
cle, ſuch a fight was never feen fin.c the Foundations 
of that Town. Oh? that it might be the lalt, 

In the Interval ot their Scntence and Execution, 
ſeveral Diviaes vilt them. 

The Right Reveread Dioceſan, out of his Religi. 
ous care of thzir happinets, ordered two, who fre. 
quently attended on them, but with ' 0 fucceſs onthe 
Nurſes part. Other Minilters moved by Caarity, 
and yearning at their miſery, did concur to ule their 
utmoſt endeayors to fave them from Hell, Init-uki. 
ons, Exhortations, Prayers, Tears, dreadful de. 
nunciations of unſufterable torments with th: damned, 
ſweet and gratious promiſes in-cale of Conf n, 
Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Je- 
ſus are uſed and urged with the greatcit Vechemency, 
and induſtry upen the Nurle 5 but they beat the Air, 
they Plow the Rock, rh=y do her nv good, their labor 
of love is loſt, their Prayers return into their own 
boſoms. 

The Relator baving viſited them ſevera} times 
while they were in the High Goa! at Exon, thought 
it convenient to ſubjovn the fubttance and effedt of hi; 
conferences with them. Poſloly it may not be dil. 
pleaſing unto bis Reader. Coming into the Priton 
early in the Morning, he had the Four condemned 
Perſons brought unto him; and beſpeaks them in 
theſe words, Miſerabic Souls! I am heartily ſorry to 
fee you in this place, and to find you in this Conditi- 
on, Youare here Judged of man, and you mult dir 
but what alſo if you are Condemned of God, and 
muſt ro Hell for ever > You are Sinners, are you not? 
You are Guilty of thoie Crimes for which Sentence 
Is paſt ujon you? Three had fo much Ingenuity as 


with Wceping and Triembling to acknow)edze it. 
Alas! 
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Alas! Poor wretches, you are weeping becauſe you 
have offended man, and brought your ſelves to de= 
{truftion, Ah! whata mercy would it be, if you 
could weep unfeigned]y for your offences againſt God, 
and becauſe you have lolt his Lmage and fayor, which 
is the greatelt Bleſſing, and delerved his wrath and 
Curſe, which is the greateſt miſery. 

What think you of Sin? Is it as ſweet and plea 
to you now you mult die for it, as when ar firſt you di 
commit it 2 Here they were filent and Confounded. 
Ah! Now you fee what it is, not to believe God 
ſpeaking to you from his Word, and by his Miniſters, 
you were told that fin would bring ſorrow and ſhame, 
wrath and death, ſooner or later. The Devil and 
your own corrupted heart, roſe up againlt this Diſco- 
very of his will, and you made light and flight of it, 
and what have you got by it > All the Fruit of your fin 
is,. that you are athamed of ir, and grieved for it; 
its wages is the Joſs of Earth, Life, and Heaven, and 
theſe you are expecting cvery moment, Man hath 
calt you off for your fins; you cannot ſtand before 
your earthly Judge : And if God ſhall caſt you our of 
his bleſſed preſence tor ever among the Devils and 
the Damned Spirits, how wou!d you be able to bear ir ? 
They being ſomewhat moved, he askt them, How 
think you to eſcape the dreadful wrath of God > 
What means have you to fave your pretious Souls 
from Hell> What, Firit do you believe you have 
Souls to ſave, a heing in your Body, that doth nor, 
that cannote die with your Bodies > Do you believe 
there isa God, and Devil, a Heaven and Hell, and 
that all the wicked ſhali be turned into Hel], and 
that you, all of you ſhall be flung into jt for your fins 
againſt God > Ar this they ſhrugd up their ſhoulders, 
and had nothing to anſwer, but their Repentance. 
Your Repentance, ſaid I, what is what 2 Wy, our 
| ſorrow 
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ſorrow for oxy fins, we wonld not commit them again, if 
they were now undone. Y ea indeed,fo you fay,and poſlibly 
think you would not ; bur you do not know the wicked. 
neſs and deceirfulne(s of your own hearts, if you were 
now as hererotore, and under the ſame temptations, [ 
know nothing to the contrary but that you would be 
Guilty of the fame tranſgreſſions, of as bad, or worle, 

Beſides, tuppuſe your Repentance were true and 
real, whar amends is that unto God for the ma- 
nifold d:thonors you have done him > You haye 
broken every command of God, you are Guilty 
of innumerable fins, your very birth and nature js 
horribly corrupred, and all your lite long you haye 
been Rebels againit God , and you think to put 
of Gods wrath with your pitriful Repentance, 
a late Repentance, and it may be no other than the 
very Reprobares have that are now in Hell. 

Is this all tþe fatisfattion you can make to Gd) 
They knew no other, Then jt was told them, that God 
was a great and rerribl2 God,that would not put upthe 
affronrs and wrongs had been done him, without ſatis. 
faRion, that he would by no means acquit the Guilty, 
That they had finned, and mult die eternally, andif 
ever they were redeemed trom Eternal wrath,they mult 
make Gol ful] amends,and bring him a Ranſome; and 
if they had none. nor knew where it was to be bad, they 
muſt expect as ſoon as they died,to be damned tor ever, 

I askcd of them in particular, who or what Jeſus 
Chriſt was, a:d what it was he had done for them, 
To which there was this anſwer made, they could nit 
tell. None that know: a Goal will conceive this a Fa» 
ble. Hardly any but Azheifts, and the moſt ignorant 
wretches in ihe whole County are clapt u» there; and 
for one ſi, they brought with them into ir, they carry 
away Cart-ioad> our of it, Our County Priſons being 
the Common Sinks of the Country, and a Shop 

| wherein 
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wherein all impiety is ſooneſt learned and attained, 

Their ignorance of Chrilt, his Perſun, Natures, Offt- 
ces and Undertakings for poor Suuls, made me 10 age 
gravate their wickedneſs, and to tell them they had 
wretchedly mi/pent their time, and that now they were 

ving out ot the World, they mult learn the Principles 
ofChriltia Religion,and I queſtioned whether they had 
any Repeniance that was pleaſing unto Ged, for they 
bad nv Faith,nor knowledge even of the mult necellary 
Truths, without which they couid not be ſaved, And for 
niy part I mult not flatter you,you are nearer Hell than 
Heaven, Upon this there was a diſcourſe made of 
Chriit,adapted to their capacities,as alſo of his wonders 
ful love and condeſcenfion in becoming man, and dylng 
for ſinners, ard ſatisfying the Juſtice of God, and hoide 
ing forth his death as the price of Redemption unto all 
Penitent believers; and that this was now offered unto 
them upon theſe termsof confefling and abhorring theſr 
fins,and themſelves for their fins: and that if they came 
to God with a ſence and feelirg of the inſupportable 
burden, of the horrid nature, and irfini.e number of 
their ſins, and threw themſelves at his feet proſtrate bc 
fore him, imploring his mercy for the paſſion of his 
dear Son, the Lord would be merciful ro them, and he 
would not caſt them off, bur would pardon and forgive 
their hainous and grievous offences, 

Inthe cloſe of this conference, Maſter Holmes Chaps 
lain tothe High Sheriff came into the Chamber,and af- 
ter ſome words with the MalefaQors, we joyntly parted 
the Priſoners, I withdrawing into another Room with 
the Nurſe and Maid, and having preſled them to a free 
& ingenious conf« fon of their Guilt, the Girl with tears 
in her eyes gave me for ſubſtance the ſame confeſſion, 
and not varying in a circumitance from that which at 

& berfuſt apprehenſion ſhebad made unto the Major, and 
& Juſtice of Phmouth, | adjured her inthe name of the 
1 Ail-ſeeing 7 
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AJl-feeing and heart-ſearching God, who hated a Lye, 
and would caſt a]lLyars into the Lake of Fire andBrim- 
ſtone for ever, to declare nothing but the Truth: Thar 
the had finned enough already, and had been Guilty of 
ewo Murders, and it the Nurle were Innocent, ſhe 
ſhould not for a World accuſe her, for it the did, the 
Lord might Damn her immediately. 

To which the replied with Tears, Sir, I ama hf 
Creature, I have no hopes in this World, I would nit 
willingly Damn my Soul, by drawing upon me the Guilt 
of more Blood, I ſpeak it as in the preſence of God, 1 
bad not put in the Poyſon into the Potrage, had not the 
Nurſe bid me do it. And added, My Body % loft, but 
if the Lord would bave pitty upon my Soul, it 4 allthat 
I defire. 

= the Nurſe hath ſaid, ſhe ſhould never confeſs, 
though ſhe did Hang for it. Thas I might confe(e 
whas I would, fe would not confc(s any thing, Upon 
this [ confronted her with Philip Cary, the vbllinately 
denies all, {tands ſtifly ro her innocency, throwsall 
upon the Girl; ſaith, Judge, Jury, an4 Witnefles, 
are all Guilty of her Innoceut Blood, and ſhe will lay 
it artheir Doors, Whereupon, | deſired the Maid to 
goin to Maſter Holmes, and dealt privatcly with this 
Vile woman, yet to give Glory unro God by confefſ. 
ing of her fin, and renouncing all commerce with 
Hell, that it ſhe did hide her fin, and keep the Devils 
Counſel, ſhe could never proſper. That it was in vain 
for her ro think of concealing i:, for God knewit, 
the World knew it, her Country condemned her for 
it, her own conſcience, if ſhe had any lctt in her, 
mult need} accuſe and condemn her, Poſlibly faidl, 
you think of life, and feed your (c!f with vain imagi- 
nations of eſcaping death, I told her they were foolilh 
and proundleſs, that Juſtice would have its Courſe, 


that the whole World could not fave ber, That ſhe 
was 
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was already dead in Law, and muſt be as certainly 
Exzcuted, as ſhe was already Condemned. Thar ſhe 
ſtood upon the brink of the Pit, and was ready to drop 
down into the bottomleſs Gulph of Hell : Tharſhe 
might, if ſhe would , eſcapeir, God offered pardon, 
Lite, Heaven and Salvation tro her, pr: vided ſhe 
would but give glory to him by confeſling her fin, and 
taking the ſhame thereof unto ker ſelf, That it was 
| better to do it now than upon the Gallows, She had 
ſerved the Devil long enough, too too Jorg, and it was 
Z a miracle of mercy, if ever the Lord ſhewed mercy to 
> heratlaſt, but yer I would, and did aflure her in his 
name, ( as being his Ambaſſador, and ſent with his 
Commiſſion to reconcile her unto God, whom ſhe 
had ſo hainouſly diſhonored,) that if ſhe would diſcloſe 
all this curſed crime, who firſt contrived ir, who man<- 
aged it, and put her upon ir, there was hopes, For 
© the Lord was a merciful God unto unfeignd Penitents, 
@ and compaſſionated her deplorable condition , and 
would bring her cut of it, Thar ſhe take care not to 
Rebel againſt his grace, nor to tear a pardon, that 
was offered her upon ſuch eafie terms, in pieces, nor 
toretuſe Heaven, and all its joys and happineſs. 
Ala) Sir, ſaith ſhe, What will you have me (ay » 
I wilt tell you all know of it. 1 am ag free fromib% 
# Crime, as the Chil4 that 4 now Born, But the Maid 
* didit. For ſhetold me ſhe was weary of her life by rea- 
* (on of her Miſtrh, who was ſuch a Cnrſt Old Woman, 
that there was no living with her, and that ſhe was re= 
© ſolved ro leave her Service, and go away with the Moun- 
zebanks, and that ſhe told me ſhe would fit her, and 
had bought the Rats-banc of the Mountcbanks Boy or Man, 
with whom ſhe was in Love. | 
This was all I could get from her then, and not 
on: Syllable of ir true. I told her, ſhe ſhould beware 
of Lying, and falſe Witneſs beating, and not let w— 
evi 
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Devil fit upon her heart and Tongue z. and added, 
when you knew this Girl had an intent to make away 
ber Miitris, why had not yuu diſcovered it 2 She ſaid, - 
That indeed it was ber fault, if it were a fault. I told 
her, conſent unto, and concealing of Murder, was 
Intevtional Murder before God and Man, and that ſhe 
had a real handinit, She tol4 me (he had none atall, 
and could give me no other anſwer. 

Our ſecrer conference being ended, I brought the 
Maid again unto her, who avowed her former Cone 
felſion, diſavowed ail acquaintance with the Mounte- 
banks Servant, never to have talked with him bur 
once at the Conduit when ſhe fetchrt water 3 and mains 
tained to her face, that ihis wick:d woman the Nurſe, 
did oftentimes perſwad? her to run away from her Mi- 
ſtreſs, andif ſhe would have gone away the Saturday 
before the fact was committed, ſhe would help herto 
a Riding Suir. 

Unto this ſhe made no reply. 

Returning with them unto Maſter Holmes, he prefſ. 
ed upon them the evil of their fin, adviſed themto Wh 
Repentance : and beſpeaking the Nurfe, Philip Cary, Wit 
ſaid he, there js a report and Sulpition of your baving 
been unclean wi:h your Maſter. At which ſhe fell 
down upon her Knees in the midſt of us, and impri- 
cated moſt direfu)ly upon her ſelf, if he ever knew her 
to be a man or woman, more than by giving ſuck unto 
his Grand Child, 

Having cleared her Maſter, but not confeſling ary 
otber rhing or fin, Maſter Holmes being defircd by me, 
concluded this conference with Prayer, and we de- 
parted, 

In the evening I returned again unto theſe Priſoner, 
And dealt with the Nurle tr: acknowledge her Crime, 
freely ro unboſome her ſelf unto me, that I might 
ſpread ir before the Lurd in Prayer, and wo 

[0 
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him for a broken heart, and a new Spirit for 
her, 
And withdrawing from the Company that crowd- 
edon us into a privare Chambe!, I defired her for 
Gods ſake, her poor Souls ſake, ( with cears in m 
eyes, ) that ſhe would yet leave fin before fin left her, 
that ſhe would flee from that wrath to come, that ſhe 
would bid defiarice unto the Devil, who ſhe ſaw had 
ruined her, and Would Darn her everlaſtingly ; that 
| ſhe would yet accept of grace ard peace, and recon- 
| ciliation with God ; it was late indeed to return unto 
{ him, but not too Jate, how ever ſhe mult not thus 
dally with the Divine Majeſly, to put him off with 
delays and lies, That the ſhould not be afraid of 
ſhame, that it was the greateſt ſhame and reproack 
unto her to have commitred, and concealed this fin ; 
but it would be a ſtep to Honor and Frernal Glory to 
confeſs it, good men would then pitty her, pray for 
her, and God would fave her. 

And added, thar if ſhe would not confeſs it pu- 
blickly to the World, ( which yer was her duty, and 
itever the Lord gave her Repentance ſhe would do it 
tore feely, and in a more ample manner than I could 
defire,) ſhe ſhould at leaſt confeſs it unto me, ard L 
promiſed her upon the word of a Minilter, that with- 
Jour her conſent I wovld never divulge it: Or if ſhe 
Ewould not truſt me with ſuch an important ſecret, I 
adviſed her to fingle out ſome Godly Learned Minl- 
ſter, or ſome Judicious private Chriſtian, tro whom 
the might Communicate it, and have the benefit of 
their Aſliltance, Counſels, and DireQiions in order to 
Sher Salvation, That it wa+ imvoſlible for her to get 
ro Heaven without ir, Confeſſion being a main and 
E principal ingredient into Repenrance. 

To this ſhe anſwered poſirively ſhe would not 
and as perempr-ri'y, that it was Gnough to cons 
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feſs to God, and why ſhould ſhe confeſs un 
men ? 

I told her God required in publick, ſcandalous and 
crying Crimes, ſuch as thoſe whereof ſhe was Guily, 
and elpecially now the lot of God had attached her, 
and his holy righteous providence had condemned her, 
that ſhe ſhuuld confeſs, accuſe, ſhame and condemn 


her ſelf publickly. That otherwiſe ſhe flandered moſt 


unworthily the Right Honorable Judge, and the whole 
Court ; and endeavored to raiſe up a baſe and (can- 
dalous ſuſpirion of them, as if they had maliciou{ly took 
away her life. 

To which ſhe in plain terms ſaid, They had, ſie 


\ was Innocent , and thcy maſt anſwer. for it unt 


God, 

I told her, I heard the Devil ſpeaking with he: 
tongue, and was afraid to ſtay with her any longer, 
Jeait he ſhou!d rear her in a Thouſand Suhyv «: 
me. I had known many hard- hearted Murderers 
this Thirteen years Jaſt paſt in this Goal, but never 
before met with the like: That I ſaw, ſhe wasre- 
ſolved to be Damned, and yo ro Hell: And I was 
ſeriouſly per!/waded, that ſince ſo many Miniſters had 
been with her, and treated with her about everlaſting 
life to no purpoſe, and thar all my poor endeavors 
were unſuccesful, thax God would never grant ber 
Grace to repent, but that ſhe was a Veſſzl & 
wrath, and preparing her ſelf a pace tor endleſs de. 
{trugiun, 

Ar th-:ſe words ſhe began to weep, and wept bitter- 
ly, wiinging her hands, crying, Oh ! Sir, What fful 
T1 lo? ill yon have me fbeah that which I do nd 
now? | am Innoccnt, | 

W.1| woman {aid I, if you be Innocent as to this 
Cijme, tel} me, are you not Guilry of fume other 
Capital Crime d{irving death > For though the Lord 

may 
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may ſuffer an Innocent perſon to undergo an unjuſt 
Sentence from men, yet if he have any Grace, he 
will own the Juſtice of God in mans injuſtice, It is 
rare, very rare indeed, that God the Wiſe and Righ.. 
teous Governor of the World ſuffers the Innocent to be 


| Condemned, and the Guilty abfolved ; but it he do, 


| isthere not a Cauſe for it} Were [ in your Caſe, I 
| would ſay unto the Lord, do not Condemn me, ſhew 


me wherefore thou contendeſt with me 2 Come, un- 


| ripyour heart, and tell me what fins thou haſt beer 
| Guilty of, that thiough you need no Repentance for 
| this Murder for which as you ſay, you are unjuſtly Con- 


* demned, yet you may be holpen unto Repentance for 
| them, 


Sir, IT hnow no fin at all that T am Guilsy 0f, is ber 


| reply. No Sir, none at all, 


Ah! poor wretch, Guilty of no fin > Is not thy na- 


; ture depraved > Hath not thy life been debauched ? 
= How haſt thou improved thy time here in Priſon 2 
: In Prayers, Repentance, and preparation for 
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death, 

Still ſhe anſwers, No fin deſcruing death : It may be 
ſhe had commitred ſome little ſins as all others do, but 
for ſins deſerying death , ſhe never had committed 
any, 

[ told her ſhe was a perfe& ſtranger to her own 


| heart, that ſhe was full of fin all over, but blind add 
* & couldnot ſeerhem ; that her little fins were all dam- 
; nable, and as ſhe knew one drop of Poyſon would kill 
| 48badas a S5oonful, ſo one little fin without Repens 
; tance would as infallibly Damn her as the greateſt; 
# that for my parr I did utterly deſpair of her Salvation, 
& ſeeing the Devil to be fo flrong in her, that ſhe was 
| inthe Gall of bitterneſs and bond of Iniquity, and 
feared that ſhe would go to Hell with a lye in het 
mouth ; ſhe was now young the Devil; and _ 
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ſhe had found his Service ſo profitable and beneficia] 
to her, that ſhe was relolved to lerve him to the lat, 
and to hear the Lord Thunder in her Ears, Go! Thou 
Curſed aurdereſs into cverlafting Fire, prepared for th 
Devil and by Anecls for cvcr. 
Ac this ſhe wept again, and rold me ſhe 
* Tanorant. was a poor *Ingrant Soul. But ſhe hop. 
cd it would not be ſo bad with ber as 
I ſpake. 

I told her it was my hearts defire it might not beſo, 
pitticd her from my Soul. I labored for her everlaſt. 
ing welfare. I had no other deſign upon her than to 
pluck her out of the Jaws of Hell, That I had no- 
thing bur labor for my pains, and was afraid 1 ſhould 
be a Witneſs at the lalt day againſt her for her 
refuſal, her iſtubbo:n, wilful rejection of everlaſting 
life, 

That ſo her Brother had done before her, and 
would never repent, n2r confeſs, till he was upon the 
Gallows ready to be turned «ver, and then outall 
came, when he could live no longer to the Devil, then 
hc would go to God ; and God mult be pur off with the 
Devils leavings. | 

To which the rejoyned, that her Brother had made 
a Godly cnd, and tht was ſure he was now in Heaven, 
and did wiſh ſhe might make as good an End, Ani 
{ail T, I pray Gol you may make a benter ! 

Now that the Curivfity of my Reader, whomill 
inquire concerning her Brother, may be fatisficd: [ 
ſhall give an account <f him briefly, craving pardon 
for amulcing him with this Digre ſion, Take then his 
Conf.ſion, extracted from his own mouth, and ſigned 
and fub{cribed with his own hand at Lanceſton in Cort- 
will, Apri! the Third, 1675. Juſt as he was a turn- 
ing over, foriill thzn he wou d make none, 
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cial The Confeſſion of John Codmore Condemned to be Exe- 
" cured, and Made by him at the Gallows. | 
Nou 

r the I. E began to commit the fin of Theft firſt upon 


Peate and Apples. 


ſhe F 2, Thenext thing he itole, was Figs from a Mgr- 
Op chants Stall, unknown to the Owner, 


E 3, Next he wronged his Father in giving away his 
| Syder unknown to him, and by reaſon of perſwafions 


” of others, And he Marricd againjft his Fathers con- 
ale BE ſent. 

110 4, When he was with his Maſter Fohn Temple of T'4- 
Noe 


 merton Pariſh, he took Money fur Dying of Cloth and 
Stockings unknown to his ſaid Maſter, 

Sk Next, when he was with Robert Strong of Ply- 
* mouth, he there received Money for Dying of Cloth, 
Stockings, and Wool, unknown to his Matter, which 


and B: gid belong unto his Maſter, and in his Service went into 
the Þ x Garden, and ſtoJe Gocshertiies and Cheriies, 

al B 6, Next he ſtole from Peter Slade ot Tregeny, Four- 
hen WW teen Pounds of Woo}, and allo kept trom him Dy-ſtuf 


= which did belong unto bim, 

” #, Next he jtole from Samnct Pentive of Tregony, 
E One piece of Sarge, who brought it to him to Dye, and 
never had the return of it more. 

8, Next he ſtole from Fohn Cooling of Veryian, a 
Yard and halt of Sarge, and ſeveral Pounds of 


vill : Wool, 
:[ > 9, Nex heſtole from Fohn Bullock of the fame Pa- 
a = riſh, One piece of Sarge, who brought it tu him to 


7 Die, and never had it more. 

i 10, Hefitole trom ancthcr perfon whoſe name he 

7 hath forgor, Two Yards ard half of Sarge, whick 

& were bought to be Nycd, and ſeverall pare of Stock= 

Y ings from ſeveral people, which they never had again. 
| D 3 11, He 
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11, He ſtole from Henry Fellings of Tregony, Ons 
piece of Sarge, who brought it to him to Dye, and 
nevcr had the return of it more. | 

12, He itole from Robers Strong of Plymouth, 
Three Yards of Sarge, Two Yards of Cloth, and- 
Four pair of Stockings, at another time Four Sticks of 
Brazil. 

13. Heſtol? from Jilliam Weeks of Plymouth, Se- 
ven Yards of Sarge, 

14. He (tole trom a Widow woman of Loo, out of 
a Box thar was in a Chamber wherein he lay, Eight 
>hilliogs and Six pence, 

15, He ſtyle from his Uncle Fohn (odmore, a Dun 


ap. 

is. He ſtole out of Fohn Temples Houſe of Tamer- 
ton, Eight Yards of Linnen, ana One pair of Stock. 
ings, and at another time itole from him Fourteen 
Yards of Sarge, Three Yards of Cloth, and Eleven 
pair of Stockings, 

17. He ftole from his Father, Money out of his 
Pockets at ſeveral times, and once Eighteen Shillings, 

18, He ſtole from Trzphcnz Channings of St. Ste- 
p*ens, One Silver Thimible, and Two Yards and half 
of Sarge, and 4 mans Sarg? Cuar, for which he broke 
A Wind: w, 

19. He itole from Fohn IF alter of the ſaid Pariſh, 
a white Mare,Bridle, Saddle, and Gambadoes, 

20. He bruke an Houſe in Pillington, and ſtole 
from thence Five Silver Spoons, One dilver Thimble, 
and a Silver Whittle, 

21, He itule from Hugh Northam of Tamerton, the 
Summ of Nine and thirty Pounds, Fifceen Shillings, 
and Ten Pence in Money, and One Scarf, Six Doz:n 
and Four Silver Buttons, Twe-nty Gold Buttons,a ſhoul- 
der Knor of Scarlet RiblLand, ard Four ſmall Knors of 
the ſame, and ſovme Silver Bobbin, | 

| | 22, He 
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22, He confeſt he ſo}d his Wife to a Millar,for Five 
pound on a Bill, half to be paid on Eafter Munday, 
and the other half ro be paid the Whitſun Munday 


aiter, 
23. He ſtole from Hatherly Moore Two Steers, and 


| lold them at Plymouth. 


24. He brake the Houſe of fFohn Trapling of Pil- 


; lington, and from thence ſtole meat dreſit, 


25, He went into Thomas Mallets Houſe of Ger- 


 yance, at the top of the Chimney, and his Wife heard 
* ir, ſo he went out, and ſtole nothing, 


26, He was alſo tempted to break the Houſe of 


; Tryphenz Channings, if ſhe bad not changed her lod- 
| ging Room, from the Chamber to the under Room, 
” he had then intended to have ſtolen away her Box 
- wherein her money Jay. 


27, He ltole a Gooſe at Lee in Pillington Pa- 
ciſh, 
28, He wasallo riding in St. Blazy, and ſaw Geeſe 


: inthe way, he firuck one and killed it, and carried 
; itaway with him, 


l certific my offence, that all tho world may know 


| theeffets of ſin, and hereto I have ſet my hand, the day 
|, above written, And the Lord give me Repentance whilſt 
= Ut i time, 


John Codmore. 


Eader this is a fair Catalogue ! A goodly Bed- 
roll! And a very ſweet Penitent ! And that 


: 1do not wrong his memory, give me leave to tell 


thee, that of all this money which he laſt ſtole from 
Mr, Northam ( and it is credibly reported the Sum 


wa double to what he confeiſtd,) he never rook 
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any care to reſtore one Farthivg; nay, ordered a 
conſiderable Summ of it, I think Thirty Pound, tobe 
put out tor his Child ; and gave order unto his wretch- 
£d Brother in Law to goto Loo, and in that Chamber 
where he lay laſt, hanging ro the Vallance «f his Bed 
next tothe Wall, he th uld find a Purſe of Money, 
which accordingly he fetcht, but what is become of ir 
is unknown, 

However at the Execution of his wicked Silter, we 
may chance to hear ſome farther tale and tidings 
. thereof, But for this feljow, he hath a Twelye month 
ſince received his Doom, and is gone unto his place, 
and there we leave him. 

And now let us return Reader from our Digreſſion, 
though [ think we have not been much, nor lorg out 
of our way. | 

Finding no good ſucceſs in- my labors with the 
Nurſe, I fert tor the Maid to come unto me. Who 
being ſhut into the Chamber with me, I acked her 
what the did think would become of her pretjous 
Soul; that it was better worth than a World, and 
it was a Thouſand pittics that a Jewel of ſuch ine- 
ftimable worth and vyalus thovid be Joit tor ever, 
That nuw je was jn a very dangerous Eltate, and 
ready to periſh irrecoverably, That as ſhe had by 
hcr envy, malice, Lnltigation, and Cor'eſpondevce 
with the D-vil M-.:rde: cd her two Miltrcfles, fo the 
alſo bad Murdered her own S.-u] and Body: And 
that as they were dead and i ricd, fo would the allo 
ſh 'rrly die a very horrible death, and wir hout wor- 
derfu] mercy be (ſwallowed up of everlaiting with. 
That the Fire which was co conſume her in Plymout) 
weu'd be very paintu}, but the Fire of Hell in whick 
the mult live aud lye tor ever would be irſupportable, 
That her many and mighty fins had brought her tothis 
wotul coudition. Ard L added, How will youges out = 

oor 


ered a 
tobe 
retch» 
amber 
is Bed 
loney, 
e of it 


r, we 
idings 
month 
place, 


ſion, 
iS Olt 


h the 
Kho 
d ber 
2tOUS 
, and 
1 ine- 
ever, 
and 
d by 
levce 
d the 
And 
2 allo 
Wore 
1Tath. 
nouth 
vhick 
able, 
d this 
of 8? 
Poor 


3 
} 
* 
Fd 
7 
7 
3 


(41) 

Poor wretch! She fell a trembling and weeping, 
and defired my help and direCion, and ſhe would la» 
bor to follow it. 

Whereupon , my Bowels yearnivg on her, and 
mingling my tears with hers, 1 told her I was 
heartily glad to hear ſuch words drop from her 
mouth, and through Gods bleſſing the would never 
want it, 

Then I rold her. «Anne, do yau fit down in ſome 
ſecret place, and review your lite, and look over all 
your ways, and call your ſeit to an account for a}l the 
ſins thar you can remember your ſelf Guilty of z and 
conſider chiefly that your heart and nature are deſpe- 
rately wicked, that there dwelleth in you nothing that 
is good, and that you cannot do any thing that is 
good, no not ſo much of your ſelf as think a good 
thought, much leſs to Convert ard turn your ſelf to 
God. Then remember evety one of the Ten Com- 
mandments, and how that you have tranſgreſt againſt 
them, eſpecially againſt the Sixth, Thou fhalr nor kill ; 
ard that for every one of theſe fins of yours, even 
for the leaſt you have deſerved to burn in Hell: Oh! 
Then how many Hells have you merited. 

Belides, conſider all the mercies of God beſtowed 
upon you, as your. Life, Health, Liberty, Friends, 
Food; and to live in a Land where the Goſpel is 
preached, and the way to Heaven revealed and dif- 
c.vered, and yet how unworthily have you abuſed 
them ro the diſhonor of the Lord that gave them, 
Put principally conſider that ail your fins have been 
c-mmirted againſt God the Father, thar Createdyoy, 
that gave you lite and being, againſt God the Son 
Chrilt Jeſus, who became man, and died for you. 

Anne, (aidI, this makes your fin exceediog ſinful, 
a very horrible fin, that Chriſt Jeſus to ſave you from 
fin and Hell, died for yon, was ctuciticd and accurſed 
| : + Do 
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for you, loſt his heart blood for you; and underwent 
che rorments of Hell tor you, to keep and fayeyou 
from them : And yet by every fin that you have been 
Guilty of, you have Crucihed Chriſt afreſh, you 
bave ſtabbed him to the heart, drawn freſh blood 
from him, For not one of your fins can be pardoned 
without his blood, and you have been very prodigal 
of it, ro ſpill, and deſpiſe, and trample it under Foot, 
which is Helliih ingratitude, 

Will you ſet home this meditation upon your Heart 2 

Finally, conſider, that y..u have ſinned againitthe 
Holy Spirit of God, who ſanRified you in Baptilm 
unto his Service; and that quite contrary to the end 
and intent of God in Baptizing you, that you might 
repent, and renounce fin, yon have wallowedin it all 
your daies, and grieved the good Spitit of God, and 
only gratihed and ſerved the Devil. 

And having done this, do you throw your ſelf nc 
upon your knees, but flat upon your tace, upon the 
earth before Gud, and think asit you were at the very 
mouth of Hell, and ready to be caſt headlong into 
the rorments of it 3 that are endleſs, eaſcleſs, and 
remedileſsz and then with thowrs of tears, and with 
as much Shame and Grief as you can polliv!y cone' 
all theſe fins unto God, and beg of God to give you 
R-pentance unto life, ro Weep, Mourn, and be con- 
founded for them ; and never leave Praying, Sighing, 
and Grozning unto God in Prayer, till be do make 
your hard heart wax tuft within you, and that youde 
chiefly abaſed and humbled, that you have fined 
againſt God , who is your belt Friend, Saviour, and 
alone Comforter. 

Beſides , do this at night upon your Bed, ani 
be up early at this work, and defire the Lui 


that your late Repenmtance, may bz a true Repen- F* 


tance. 
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Having promiſed me, that ſhe would take this 
courſe, we came out unto the other Priſoners. And 
ſpeaking unto the Man condemned for coyning , I 
told him, and bis Companion who ſtole a Mare, 
(but js fince mercifully reprieved,) That God had 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt nor Freal, and as he that Murdered by 
God: Law deſerved everlaſting death in Hell, ſo by 
that ſame Law, did he that ſtole 3 that burning in 
| Hell was a worle puniſhment than hanging upon a 
+ Gallows, 
' Thatit wasa wickedneſs againſt the light of nature 
that they were guilty of : That the very Heathen wha 
knew not God, punilhed it with as much ſeverity as 
our Laws, 

That they would not willingly have others ſo uſe 
taem, to take away their rg from them : 

That every Man had a Righr, Title and Prerogas 
tive to the frujr of his own and honeſt Labors. 

That it was a fin againſt the whole Land, and Na- 
tion to invade the Prerogatives of the King, ſuch as 
ccyning was, being inſeparable from the Crown, and 
a moſt glorious Flower of ir, 

That he who would ftrike at the Royalties of the 
King, would never ftick nor boggle ro make away the 
Lite of the King, which was ſuch a piece of damnable 
impiery in it ſelf and conſequences, tbat none but an 
incarnate Devil would be guilty of. 

! That they ſhould do well ro ſeck the Face of God 
2 inrime, and to wreſtle mightily with him for Grace, 
2 Repentance, and Forgiveneſs, that lo mey might not 
3 periſh everlaſtingly, Their time was ſhort, their 
2 work great, ic was no ecalje matter to get to Heae 


Z yen. 


*% ThatThad known many very holy, mortified, and 
2 godly Perſons that bad ſpent Threeſcore years in 2 
2 Religious Lite, and cloſe walking with God, yet to 
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be full of fears and doubts they ſhould never getts 
Heaven, And thar ihey had much more cauſe to 
work out their Salvation with fear and trembling, 

And in the upthot told them, thar if they would ſe. 
riouſly and heartily embrace and follow theſe Coun. 
ſels, if they would today, whilit it is called to day, 
hearken ro the Voice of God, and not ha:den their 
Hearts, there was hope for them in their latter end, 
For their was forgiveneſs with God that be might be 
feared, yea with the Lord there was mercy, and plen. 
teous Redemption. Other Miniſters coming in, [ 
bad them farewcl for the preſent. 


viſi:cd them again, and fourd with them 
Mr. G. T. a wathy Minilter of Exon, who gave me 
an account cf the unluccesfulneſs of his Labors, as 
to that wicked Woman the Nurſe; and then ina vey 
Fathetical and devout prayer, molt pertinent to their 


6 i He next morning about Eight of the Clock, 1 


conditions, with great meltings of his own heart and * 


afteions, commended them unto the Lord, 

Whea he was gone, | drcalt ayain with the Nurſe, 
but no more privately as heretofore z I urged her to 
xepent of her horrid Murders, to acknowledg them, 
and take the ſhame of them ro her (elf : That the mul 
doit. God and Man, Heaven and Earth required it 
from her mouth. 

She {t:]] asks me, Sir, what will you have me con- 
feſs an untruth unto you, a4 matter of which 1 amnit 
_ I ro]d her that rove belicved ner, that it was 
a molt {mprobable thing that thoſe Perions who wit- 


neſſed againſt her, ſome of them being ro my know- 
ledg Perlons fearing God, hating a 1te, ſhould ever 
accuſe her falſly. They had no temptations toit, ſhe 
n-ver having wronged nor offended them, that as tar 
as | knew, they were as much her Friends, as her 


Mikrefles, 


Wow 


| tent, the Maid, 
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Miſtrefles, that there was neither profit, nor adyan- 
tage, nor pleaſure, nor honor accrewing to them in 
raking away ber life, and they were too tender, and 
made more Conſcience than {o, to draw upon them=, 
ſelves the guilt of innocent Bloud. 

And finally, I rold her, that ſhe had 
* ſwopt a Bargain with the Devil for ſecre= #* made 


 cytoher own deſtruction, that all would out 

| atlaſt, as cunningly and clolely as ſhe did carry it, 
* before Men and Angels; and laid I, you are one of 
' the molt bloody Women, that ever came into this 
Goal, you are guilty of Two Murthers upon your 


Miſtreſles, guilty of a Third before God, bavirg drawn 
in this poor Girl like a Devi], as you are, ro joyn 
with you to ruin them and her ſelf alſo, and though 
ſhe ſuffered jultly from Man,yet her Blood would be re- 


* quired from your hands by God, and then ycu muſt 


anſwer for the ſhortning cf her days, and that de- 
firu&ion ſhe and you have brought upon her ſelf; So 


 thatſhe was drowned over and oyer in Blood-guiltineſs: 
> AndI did as verily believe ſhe would be in Hell, un- 


leſs there were a very worderful change wrought 


© upon-her, as that old Murderer her Father the De- 
- vil was, 


Theſe words extorted tears from her, but no con2 


feſſion, and ſhe prayed me to have better thoughts 


and hopes of her. I rold her, I wiſh 1 had ſome 
grounds for them, bur I could have none, till I ſaw 
ber ſtony Heart rent and ſhivered to pieces, and her 
Bones broken under the ſence of her Helliſh wicked- 
neſs, and ſhe did not continue to rejeR the Counſels 
of God to her own deſtruRion, 

Upon this her Accuſers, that unthought of, or un- 


| knownto me, were at the Door, being admicted,con- 


terred with herzand I beruok my («lf ro the poor Peni- 


This 
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This is a ſad; too fad a Truth. After condenina2 
tion crowds of vulgar Perſons throng in upon theſe 
Malefa&ors : The covetous Keepers for love of a 
piece of money letting ther in, who by thelr looſe; 
idle, and impertinent diſcourfes, obſtru& the ſucceſs 
of Minilterial Labors. However this poot Maid aflu. 
red me, that her thoughts had been upon my Coun- 
fels in the night, and the wou'd make jt her buſineſs 
todo it more effeRually, and withal; added that ſhe 
ſaw her ſelf undone for ever, 

To which I replied, No, ſhe was nearer Heaven 
than (he was aware of, That her fins were not too 
great for God to pardon. Thar the ſhould remember 
Three Texts of Scripture that I wouldrtell her, 

Firſt, Thi # 4 true and faithful ſaying, worthy of hey 
4cceptation, that Feſms Chriſt came into the world to (ave 
finners, of whom [ am chicf, Yea Sir, ( faith ſhe,) [ 
2m the greatelt ſinner in Plymouth. 

Secondly , That whoſoever comes uiito Chriſt, that 
is, believes in (ſhriſt, he would int no wiſe caſt out. That 
for her to believe in and come to Chriſt, was no othet 
than this ; That ſeeing her ſelf by reaſon of fin to be 
a damned Wretch, ſhe caſt her ſelf upon the everlaſt- 
Ing mercies of God becauſe of Chrifts death, with 
hope and expectation of them, and waiting for 
them. 

And then Thirdly, That the Blood of Chriff clear- 
ſeth from all fins. 

And (he thould meditate and think upon theſe pre- 
tious words of God, and reſolye that the woud live 
and die with them in her Heart, And if the did, and 


grieved unfeigned]y for her ſins, Ioathed them, and 
her ſelf for them, my Soul for hers, ſhe ſh-uld never 
periſh. For Jeſus Chriſt was a moſt abſolute and 
compleat Saviour, able and willing to ſave the worſt 
of Mankind, that would be fayed by him upon oy 

his 
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bis Terms, aud therefore would ſave her, Upon this 
ſhe wept again. 

Having comforted her, and done ſumewhat to bind 
up her wounds : I added, Anne, there are yer ſome 
other works «for you 3 you mult die in Charity with 
the world, and crave pardon as from God, fo from 
May, eſpecially trom your Matter whom you have ſo 
grievoully wronged. You mult allo in particular fore 
give this bloody Woman the Nurſe, that bath fedu. 
ced you to this great fin, and to your perdition, Will 
you? Can you do jt? If you do it not from your 
| beart, Gd will never forgive you. Sir, ſaith ſhe, Z 
| will, [do it. eAndit ſhould not grieve me if ſhe lived, 
* though I died only for thy Fact, I forgive ber, as 1 expe 
| forgruene(s from God. 
| Thenl added, She muſt beware of miſpending her 
time, or looling a moment cf it ; ſhe ſhould rake heed 
: efvainthoughts, ſhe mult be much in private Prayer, 
: andnor be long, but ſhort, ſhort in Prayer, but ofcen, 
| Shemult hearken to all the good counſels of Gods 
$ Miniſters that would come and viſit her, and do them 
 totheurmoſt, She ſhould be as Spiritual, Holy, Res 
! ligious, Humble, Serious, and Heavenly minded as 
* poſſible, She ſhould not take any great care of her 
© Body, theleſs the better, as to cating, drinking, os 
 feep: Her whole thoughts and care ſhould be {pent 
* about her Soul, and its falyation, 

And to conclude, Anne ſaid I, it is 2 hard work to 
| Jieatany time, butfor one in thy condition very hard 
indeed, But however, once thy peace is made with 
' God, ard thou haſt repented of thy fin, and thrown 
thy poor Suul upon Sovereign mercy in the Blood of 
Jelus, never tear death, Take it bumbly, patiently, 
1d ſubmiſſively, Bear the indignation of the Lord 
becauſe thou halt ſinned, accept of the puniſhment of 
tine iniquity, yea be thankful unto God, that rhou 
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mayeſt be Burnt here and aot bereafcer. I hope the 
Lord will make thy death eafie, ſhort, and comfort. 
able. Tnouartyet a ftranger to the joys of Gods 
Salvation, and to the comtorts of his Holy Spirit: 
But ir may b: the-Lord will give. them to thee in thy 
bicter trorments, and then 1hou wilt ſcarce fee] them; 
or if he ſhall detajn them from thee, yer bis Grace is 
ſufficient for thee; bclicve in the Lord Jeſus, and thoy 
ſhalr be ſaved. 

And finiſhing my diſcourſe with her, ſhz asked whe. 
ther ſhe ſhould not [ce me again, efpeciaily when ſhe 
was to ſuffer, for ſh2 earnelily requeſted my help, my 
aſſiſtance ro her in that hour, 

I promiſed, if it could be obtaineJ, ſhe ſhould haye 
it, 

Being now returned to the reſt of the MalefaRors, 
I ſpake ſomething of the Glories of that other World, 
where truly Penitent and belicving ſinners were 2 go- 
ing, what an unſpeakable happineſs God had prepared 
forthem, and what wonderful rich grace this was on 
Gods part, that he ſhould promiſe and tender ir unto 
them. Two of whom I hope were broken hearted, 
though they wanted much knowledze, and muchot 
that Compungion that they ought to bave; thatif 
they would endeavor after more Grace, God, who 
was the (30d of ali Grace, would give liberally unto 
them, and never upbraid them with their paſt ungod: 
lineſfs, 

That the promiſes were not made ſo much unto the 
mealure and degree of Grace, as to the nature and 
Truth of Grace : That a Grain of Gold was as truly 
Gold, as an heap or Mountain ;, That the Lord was 
no reſpeQer of Perſons, but an Univerſa), a Common 
Saviour: That he deſpiſed not the day of ſmall things, 
Me would not quench the ſmotking Flax, nor break the 


bruiſed Reed, nor calt off any ſeif-contoundcd, = 
| elfo 
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ſelf. condemned wrerches, Thar whatever their fins 
had been, they ſhou}d beware of doubting or deſpair= 
ing of Gods mercics. Thcir deſpair of Salvation be. 
ing a greater fin than Murder or High Treaſon, That 
] was not ignorant of Satans devices, no ſtranger to 
his Wites and Scratagems, who when he could keep 
them no longer in Chains of darkne(s and I mpeniten= 
cy, would put Souls upon Over-duing in Repentance, 
and oyerwhelm them with horrors, 

They ſhould look to this and believe it, live and die 
| upon it, that Chriſt Jcſus was more willing to ſaye 

them, than they were to be ſaved by him, that though 

they were to die ſhameful and painfu) deaths, yours 

be Hanged; and you to be Burnt, Yet here was a 

comfortable meditation, it was as eafie going to Hea« 

ven from the Stake and Gallows, as from their Beds; 

and when their Souls were departing out of their 
$ Bodies, Gods Holy Angels would convey them into 
| Paradiſe, 
# Ar this good news my Two Penitents wept; and 
© I hope Tears of Joy. 
* Andturning my lelf unto the Nurſe, Woman, ſaid 
I, it is the very grief of my Soul, and makes my bear 
# bleed within me, that not one Syllable or tittle of 
theſe govd words of Gods gracious promifes belongs 
rothee, Thy þ the Childrens Bread, it muſt not be gi- 
= venunto Logs and Devils. 

Having finiſhed my diſcourſe, I gathered « - the 
& particulars, and ſpread them before the Lord in Pray- 
er, begging grace and glory for them : And that his 
Divine Majeſty would yet mollifie that Adamant be= 
: fore him, and take away the heart of ſtone, and give ag 
| heart of fleſh, and open the Brazen Doors that this 
& Captive of Hell might go forth, and give glory to 
him by a full and ingenious Confeſſion, and find mer< 
cy ere ſhe went bence, and ſhuuld beſeen no more, 
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.ſee them in Heaven, I departed the Chamber, Ay[ 
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Taking my leave of them, hoping another dayty 


was going out the Nurſe pulls me by the Coat, defiring 
private contcrence with me. 

This very much lurprized me, conceiving that 
ſhe began to re!ent, and that Satan was a fall. 
ing. 

, "WF was miſerably miſtaken, when with Tearsin 
her ey:s ſhe intreated me to deal effeRually with 
the Maid, to declare who ſet her upon it to accuſe 
her, that ſhe might know them that contrived be 
death, 

[ told her, I had already ; and in Three conferen. 
ces could never tind her to vary one tittle, That[ 
ſaw the Maid ingenious and Penitent, but bad ni 
the leaſt roken of true Repentance from her; That 
ſhe was a Brazen Impudent Hypocrire, thus to di(- 
ſemble with God and Man, tv. pretend Inr.ocency, 
when her own Conſcience convinces her of the Guilt 
of ſo much blood. That the ſhould nor deceive her 
ſelf, God would not be mocked, as the had Sownſo 
the ſhould Reap. She kept the Devils Counſe!, and 
to the Devil ſhe would go, I had ſpent my time and 
Spirits tor the good of her Soul, but I ſaw no good iſſue 
thercof; and therctore look-ro it Woman, Lookto 
it, that this do not make thy Hell hotter than 
C)-linary, 

And then added one word, Prethee tell me, whe- 
: hor thou haſt no fin at all upon thy Spirit, that trou- 
les thee 2? 

Alo, Sir, nonc at all T thank God. T ncver wrongel 
any one in my life, I neucr burt my Mijſtris, nor t0ok4 
Needle of Threed from her, 

I ask:d h-r farther, Whether ſhe had not the 
Gold which hor Erotho: #51 from Matter N, ortham, 
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[ to!d her my Intelligence came from her own Fae 
ther, who avowed that her Brother gave fit herina 
Paper to take to his Child, and that ſhe rook it in- 
deed to the Child, but then immediately rook it from 
him again. 

All which ſhe ftifly denies, maintaining ſhe never 
ſawnor knew of One Farthing of thar Money, either 
Gold or Silver : That her Brother was too wiſe to in- 
truſt itto her a poor Woman for his Child, who bad a 
Child of her own. But this is downright Lying 
and zquiyocation, as you will hear at the day of her 
Execution, 


Coming down in the Court of the Fail, the Priſoners 
flock about me, to whom I addreſſed my ſelf in ſhort. 


menr, I was confined unto this place, but bleſ{- 
be God for no evil that I bad done, unleſsro work 
in my place and calling be an evil, However, L 
learnt, from that day to this, to compaſſionate all 
Priſoners, And the mercies (being a ſtranger and 
Priſoner, 1 found by the good Providence of my Godg 
In this Houſe,) have made me pay yeatly ſome Vows 
and Thank-offerings to him within theſe Walls. 
That I would leave ſomething with them , which 
thould be better than Money, if they would accept 
it. 

Some of you” are now Reprieved, others Burnr in 
the Hand and to be diſcharged ; Take heed, Yin no 
more, leſt a worle thing betall you, If you do not 
go out of a Priſon new Men, ard new Creatures, your 
old fins will return again upon you, and the Devil 
that brought you hither, wilt enter once more into 

E 3 you 


S ne Thirteen years ago in my firſt Impriſon- 
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you with Seven worſe Devils, and your latter end 
will be worſe than your beginning. It you do na 
mend your Lives, avoid and abhor your former fins, 
obey, ſerve, and fear God, labor diligently in your 
callings, keep your Church, and wait upon Ged; 
Holy Ordinances : If you do not leave all your wicked 
Company, ard wicked Courſes, *ile affure ham God 
will rever bleſs you, you do bur ger looſe from a Pri. 
ſon in Earth, to be clapt up art laſt everlaſting Pri 
ſoners with the Devil in his Gaol of Hell, 

Whilit my affairs called me Home- wards, it pleal- 
ed Gcd to ſtir up the Hearts of many Miniiters in the 
City of Exon to viſit theſe Priſoners, and to Profecute 
that good work which was begun in them, 

{ am ſorry that no Memorials of their Pious Labors, 
and Divine Diſcourſes are fallen into my Hands, that 
might have enricht th- Soul of my Reader, and been 
an embel]liſhmzne to this courſe Paper, 

Something occurred in Two Letters, which ( crav- 
ing pardon of my worthy Friends for inſerting it with- 
our their Privity, ) I here offer to the World. 


Have yours of the Nine and twentieth influm, 
 ar4 immeliurly made it my work to inquire «ftet 
the »ciniſters which vifaied the Poor Priſoners Condemn- 
cl for Pryſoning Mijtris Weeks, 0c. eAnd after my 
beft inquiry, cn only learn in the General, that ſeveral 
have been with them. an1 that the Girl ſeems more Pe- 
nitcnt than the Nurſe who ftifly denies the Fafl. I 
nt hear that either 1he one or the other have been abſol 1 
or receiie! the Stcrzment, Maſter Treaſurer Hall wa 
Orlinrry, b:t 1 have not ſpoken with him, My affair 
ent luſineſs ( which called me out of rown) would ns 


permit mc t9 {ce them till this day. I tarried an how 
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1n4 half at leaft with them, and upon my entring into the 
Room, where the poor wretches were kept, I ſound the 
young Girl with 4 Bible, and another Priſoner with 2 
Book. (1 preſume reading to them, for he told mehe 
did uſe to do ſo.) Dircaing my ſelf 10 them both, I did 
the beft I could to repreſent their ſa4 condition, and the 
demerits of their fins, eſpecially of that horrid one, for © 
which they were Condemned, 

The Girl (ſeemed ſomewhat ſenfible, but T ſaw no 
' relenting in the Nurſc, which made me afterward direft 
| my diſcourſe chicfly unto her, But after all I could ſay, 
| T perceived it had little effef upon hey ; which made me 
| tell her at my departure, that I was (orry, Thad not the 
| leaft word of Comfort for ber. But however, I told her, 
| Tdid bope my diſcourſe would prevail with her for a Con- 
feſſion, if ſo, I ſhould be very glad of it, and upon any 
other notice from hey, wonld readily come to hey, though ts 
were at midnight. | 

She ſcemed moſt ſenſible of theſe laft words, and a4 Þ 
” think, told me ( for ſhe ſpake low ) that ſhe would (on- 
fer of it. 


I am Sir, 


Exon March Your Brother 
27. 1676, 


and Servant, 
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From another I had this. 


Dear Sir, 


LL thetimesT was with them, I could diſcern 
great alteration in any one of them, the Nur(e ftill 
refufing to confeſs any thing, and the Girl indeed utter- 
ing ſome good expreſſions, but I could not diſcern tha 
tbey proceeded from any great (ence within, or were ac. 
companied with any affeftion. I hope God may bave 
ſucceeded your endeauors there with them, better than 
be bath ours here, Mr. D. was with them thrice 
fnce I was, bus could do no great good upon then, 
nor diſcern any thing in them: Tet I haye heard the 
Nurſe ſhould defire ro ſheak with bim again, but to wha 
rpoſe I know not. Tis reported ſhe ſhould (ay, She 
new ſhe thould be Damned, but not for this Crime, 


Sr, 


Exon March Yours to love aad ſerve 


30, 1576. you in our Lord Jeſus, 


What 
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What ever the effe& and Fruit of their labors was, 
ſhe gave them this enſuing Confeſſion, which one of 
thole Reverend Miniſters, that panrted after her Souls 
Salvation, took from her mouth, and hath Cloathed 
itin theſe words, 


The Ingenious and true Confeſſion of Anne Evans, 
concerning the horrid and cruel Murder of Elizabath 
Weeks, and Mary Pengelley, 


Nouy being once as the height, 4 pus in Execution 
with a Wimneſs. This Nurſe having by ſome 
jeans cauſed ber Husband to recerue words from ber 


2 iftris, he was pleaſed ro be wery angry with his Wife 
w or the (ame, and withal threatcns her to leave Per, 
And departed for 4 Fortnights time ; whercupon began 


= an batching of this Barbarous ation by the ſaid Nurje, 
* ſzying ſhe would fit her for it ; for ſhe her Miſtrh was the 
s cauſe of her Husbands going from her, (as ſhe (aid) and 
y endeauvored to put it in praffiſe with perſwading the ſaid 
| Anne Evans togo to Maſjer Mathews the Apothecary for 
Ratsbane, telling ber ſhe ſhould 45k it for the poyfoning 
* of Rats and Mice, ſaying, it will do her work in a5 ſhors 
= -time 45 one might go to the Gate and back again, and 
7 then they ſhould live as merry as the days were long, 
= when the old Devil was gone. Saying, ſhc knew one 
= who was poyſoned in as linle time with ut and (ome 
py Cream, 
= Whereupon like a true and Faithful Servant, the ſaid 


5 Anne Evans yefuſeth and rejefs the ſaid ſayings, and 

BY would by no means do it. 

= Here we muſt flop a while, and give youts underſtand 

3 vow much this poor Creature lived in fcar of the Nurſe, 

= #nd by that means neglcfed the diſcoucry of it 10 the 

dejtroying of (her Body, but we hepe nos t0 the deffiroyiy 
E 4 v 


/ 


(56) 
of her Soul. For there k mercy with the Lord, that þ, 
may be Feared. | 

Now the Devil having once got hold on her rear 
negleds no opportunities, but puts ber on it with grea 
ſubrilties and invention : The Nurſe laying, as it i« (yp. 
poſed by all circumſtances, a clean Paper twiſtcd at bith 
ends with Poy(on in it in the path of the Garden, knyy. 
inz that thy Anne Evans was t9 go forth to gather Her 
eo put into the Pot, ( according to her Miſtreſſes com. 
mand,) ſhe finds the Paper lying in her way , which 
ſhe took up, and bro:1ight in, and ſhews it to this Nurſe 
eztin, aiking her what it was, who pretended ſhe knew 
not, and with all billinz hr put it out of ber hand, 
the Nurſe eyed her where ſhe lay'd it, which was in the 
Kitchin on 2 ſhelf 

Going afterwar4 to the Condiiis for Water , at her 
yeturn it c4me into her mind, to !00k on that thing once 
more, which ſbe ha1 taken up in the Garden, and it wy 
= off from the ſhclſ, which no body clſe could take 

ut the (aid Nurſe, for it was at Eight of the (lo 
&t night, and no body there bt ſhe. 

Then the ſ4i4 Anne Evan = her grinding it on the 
Harth with Two Tiles, and lemand ing ber what ſhe ww 
doing, fhe crycd Peace ! we ſhall have brave Fort, if 
you will but put thi into the ol4 Womans Diſh. She 
through her cnticements and ftrong perſwaſions, na 
knowing what it was, or that the end of it would be 
death, being not willinz to have ber difflcaſure. For 
ſhe lived in great fear of offending the Nurſe, becauſe 
ſhe was in great ſavor with the younz Miſtreſs, thinking 
that if ſhe did not conſent to ber requeſt ſhe ſhould fare uh; 
wor (2 for it, | 

eAnd further the (aid Anne Evans doth reſt ific thar the 
ſam: Sundey ſhe was (nt for ſome drinh , which ſe 
brought to the Nyrſe, and the Nurſe did Warm it, and 
put a bis of Bread into it, and drank up 4 good —_ 

7 
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of it, and filled it up again aſterward with other drink, 
in h:ch ſhe had ſteeped (ome of that Powder all night, and 
gave 11 to the 01d Mijtrijs to drink. + 


Here i; 4 Conſeſſion Harmonical with that ſhe made for- 
merly, ſhe varied nothing from firſt ro laſt in it, $0 
that as the Serpent drew in ve, in like manner did 
this wicked Nurſe beguile thi poor Maid into abe tranſ- 


greſſion, 


— ——  - - 


N Wedneſday the 29. of March, they left 
A. Exon, and were brought on Horleback to Ply. 
© mouthin order to their execution, 
{ Atthe Bridg end, as they were coming out of the 
® City, that vile Woman was heard tro fay untothe 
- Hargman boaſtirgly, That fhe had known many Men 
© inbcr life, and uſed ſeveral other obſcere expreſſions, 
3 that L will not ſoil my Paper, nor make my Rezder 
Z buthaithe ReJation of them. 
* Intheir journey, the Gir} was very penſive, cared 
& for little or no refreſhment, and at the Jaſt place 
2 where they baited, beirg defired ro rake ſome ſuſte. 
I nance ſhe replied, There was cthey work for her than 
= to eat cr drink, ſhe had a Soul to ſave, would look 
2 wholly after that, and no move care for ber Body ; whicb 
2 frould ncither cat.nor drink more in thi world. 

The Nurſe was of a far diffcrent temper and de. 
W fortment, far from ferivuſneſs, or thoughts of 
EZ Death and Eternity ; The Executioner was her Hus- 
2 band, and if he had not d: filed her, they are both abo- _ 
£4 minably wronged. 0” 
7 2 Now they return again to Plymouth, Ar their en- 
& thnrce they are atterd2d by Thouſands of People, 
Perſons of all Age and Quility ran to meet them. 

They 
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They are gazed at as ſo many Monſters, Every one 
paſſerh his cenſure on them , ſome with bowels of 
pitty on the poor Girl, ſcarce any one hath Charit 
for the Nurſe, They went from this Town with their 
fin, and under guiit : They return unto it with ſhame, 
and ſorrow, and under wrath, 

Being conducted unto their Chamber, the Reverend 
and Learned Miniſters of Plymouth, Dr, Aſhton, 
Mr, Collings, and Mr. Read viſits them, and diſcourle 
with them, but the Throng of SpeCators was ( 
great, that for the preſent much _ could not be 
done by them. Yet ſo ſtrong a flame of divine loye 
toward the Souls of ihele condemned wretches was 
kindled in the hearts of thoſe grave Divines, that they 
return again unto them after Ten, and though late at 
night, yet ſpent a conſiderable ſpace of time in Reli- 
gious conferences with them, and muſter up all their 
arguments to induce that obſtinate finner the Nurle 
ro confeſs, and forſake the Devil, and to accept « 
Gods tender mercics. But the flinty Rock will ſooner 
guſh out with Waters, and the Adamant be broken 
eo pieces by the Hammer, than her unmoveable Soul 
utter forth one Syllable of guilt, Heart-work, i; 
bard work, None but the Divine and Omnipotent 
Arm can unlock it's Doors, or break its Bars in 
pieces. : 

With the Maid th:y had no difficulty, ſhe owneth, 
and confeſſeth all, Her defires are tor mercy 2t 
the hands of God, acknowledging ſhe deſcrved and 
expected none from Mn. 

They conclude their chatitable Viſit with ſecking 
God, the Reverend DoQtr praying molt fervently tor 
them, 

I alſo viſited them again, and renued my afſaut 


> > 


and batteries againſt this ſtrong hold of the Devil; 


but ſhe reſiſts, ftands out againit Ged, and all hi 
| Countels; 


« 


Py dos a. as at. you ET: th AT 


(59) 


Counſe!s ; ſhe reſolves from firſt to laſt, whatever 
parleys ſhe haih with Heaven, let the Lord humble 
himſelf never ſo much umio ſo baſe a Murderer, the 
may treat wich him, bur unlcfs ſhe can obtain ber own 
Terms, her own Articles and Conditions, ſhe will not 
ſurrender, Sill the hiderh her fin, as eAdam; till 
concealerh ſhe the ſecret of Hell, as if ſhe had been 
ſworn P:ivy Counſeller umo the Devil. She will 
ſooner bice cut ber Tongue, ard ſpit it out of her 
{ Mouth, or ſeal up the door of her Lips, than Jet the 
* depoſuum of Satan have vent, and fee the Sun, Sg 
that I could figh unto my ſelf as that German Philip, 
The old $48an 4 $00 hard for young Melandhon. 

lt was high time to leave her, upon whom no good 
impreſſions could be wrought, 

| then betvok my ſelf to the poor Penitent, and ask- 
ing her how the did, How it went with her Soul 2 She 
anſwers me, Never was 4 poor Creature ſo cheated 0us 
of her life : Bug I forgive the Nurſe from my Heart. 
An Sir, Though my fins are many, yet Gods mercics 
are more ;, and if Chriſt bath not merits enough #0 ſave 
me, I will be contented to be damned cternally. 

And atterward inquiring of her into the grounds and 
reaſons of this her confidence, ſhe told me, She ſaw 
her fin, fhe was unfcignedly ſorry for it, and not only 
that it was committed againſt her Miſtreſſes, and had ruj- 
ned them, and hey (clf here but chicfly this grieved 
her, that ſhe had thereby diſhonored God her Heavenly 
Father, who had made her, and Feſus ((briſt who had 
dicd for ber, and God the Holy Ghoſt, wbo had ſandi- 
fied her to become his Servant, That however, ſhe would 


= not defpare of mercy. For the Thicf upon we Croſs 


found mercy from our Saviour 4t the laſt bour, and I 

Lueſtion nos , that he my Saviour hath mer cy for me. 
Reader, I give thee her very words, neither adding 
tothem, nor ſubſtraRting fromthem ; and if they da 
not 
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do not melt thee in reading, I muſt aſſure thee they 
did me in hearing them. 

Her Siſters being come to ber weeping and crying 
ſhe was d-fired to ſpeak to them, and urged becauic 
her time was ſhort, ſhe anſwered, My time 5s ſhort in- 
deed, and I am drawing near unto Eternity, but I bope in 
God to an Eternity of Happineſs. 

My great work now was to ſettle her Spirit, and to 
corroborate her Soul againſt the horrors of her death, 
and told her afrer many other diſcourſes, Anne, 
thou art happier than many here, for I hope be. 
fore/Twenty four hours be paſt, thou wilt be in Hea- 
yen, Hold fait thy hope and confidence in Gods mer. 
cy, which ſhal baye 2 good recompence of Reward, Ny 
matter for thy puniſhment, ſince thou haſt a pardon, 

Tea Sir, laith ſhe, I belteve, and receive this true ant 
faithful ſaying,worthy of 211 accepration, that Feſw Chrif 
eame into the world to ſave finners, of whom I am chief, 

Having got 2 little filence, ( and very little indred 
It was, the noiſe and tumu]r cf the people ever and 
anon drowning my voice,) I prayed with theſe Male. 
f:Rors, and wiſhed them a good Night. 

Bur ſleep they did nor. Every hour increaſeth their 
fears. 

The day of their Execution is now come, ard early 
In the morning [ gave them another viſit, comforted 
and —— the po'r Maid, who deſired me not to 


Jeave her at her ſufferings, and dealt again with the F 


Nurſe, though to as little purpoſe as formerly, and 
then ſought God by Prayer in their behalf. 


That duty finiſhed, Turning my diſcourfe to the Þ 


Maid, Anne, ſaid I, Thy time flies away, thy endis 


very near, take off thy heart wholly from the world, | 
Be dead unto thy Relations, tell them, the beſt fer- | 


vice and kindneſs they can do thee js not to ſee ther, 


0 ro fas , & Rte onde . <> DI 
EEE Mei By REELS Tn Ed ST DL TEEN IIEE! I? 
no ae, > gry MTS by b « 


but pray for thee, and let all thy thoughts and mn | 
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be unro God, to be at home with him ; long now ts 

be in Heaven and Glory, rurn thy Face to the Wall, 

fince thou haſt nu private Room, and power out thy 

Soul betore the Lord, and wait, yea wait carneſtly for, 
his Salvation. 

Do not fear the Fire, Ged will carry thee — 

y 


| it, ir can only hurt thy Budy, ir ſhall not (inget 
Soul, Though thy Fleſh ard thy Bones be conſumed, 
* thou wiit have many Mournets, and God, I hope will 
| gather thine Aſhes, and grant thee a Glorious Rejur- 
© reflion. I want words to tell thee what the Joys of 
 Heavenare, but thou wilt ſee, and fee), and taſt, 
= and injoy them very ſhortly. I hope this day thou 
# viltbe with the Lord, and all his bleſſed Saints, and 
F glorious Angels in Paradiſe, She ſaid, Amen. 


Notwithſtanding my ill ſucceſs and many repulſes 


# bitherto, yer | would not leave the Nurſe, I reafon- 
2 edflill wich my ſelf, who knoweth but that Grace may 
22 begiven, and Satan may looſe his hold faſt, andthe 

s Prey may be taken out of the Paws of tbe ſpoiler, out of 


- / the jaws of the Devourer ? 
7 Satanhath fallen as a flaſh of lightning before the 


£ Minittry «of Gods Holy word, God hath him in a 
2 Chain, and though ſhe hath nor likened to the yoice 
2 of former admonirions, it may be ſhe ſhall now unto 


WR, PR EE ene 


# the laſt, 


Addreſſing my ſelf, therefore once again unto her; 
[ told her, Nurſe, this is the laſt conference that ever 
I will have with thee on Earth about thy Soul, and 
nothing bur my real ſence of its worth, and lothneſs 
that it ſhould be loſt for ever, would ever have in- 
gaged me to it, That [ got nothing but trouble, 
grief, and loſs of time thus to wait upon her, and nor 
to beable todo good, I knew indeed my reward was 


| withthe Lord, and my work with my God, butyerT 
2 demanded this poor fatisfattion of her now at parting, 


that 
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that ſhe ſhould not ſend me away with the fad thoughts 
of her damnation, ; 

To which ſhe yery civil'y replyed, Sir, I thank yu 
for all your love ro my Soul, I bclicve that what yu 
bave done and ſpoken, hath been in order 10 my Etemdl 

ood. 
, Well then, I added, ſhall you and I have alittle 
private diſcourſe regether > She agreed. Defiring 
thereſore the people to withdraw at a diſtance, 
I askt her in her Ear whether ſhe were Guilty or 
nor, 

Srr, {ſaith ſhe,) 7 will ill you 411 T know Then 
ſtopr, art levgrh the repears again. I will tell you all I 
know And then tops. | 

Whereupon [ told her, Nurſe, the Devil is leaving 
thee, Godis coming in with mercy, do not now at 
the laſt hour refuſe it, te]]l me what you know of this 
bufineſs, avd | affure thee upon the word of a Minikter, 
that without thy conſent L will not diſcloſeir. Do 
not fear ſhame, ſhame the Devil, and give Gloryto 
God, 

Sir, I conſcſs, T did fut the Spider into the Cup, 
and bad the Girl to ſquat it abroad; but it wa 4 
. Fooliſh and viin word, I never intended any more 

burt to my Miſtris, than I do 10 my own Soul. 

I believe the ſpake the truth, for ſhe never intend- 
ed good to her Sou], Juſt like Door Lopex the 
Few, who being conventcd betore the Privy Councel, 
for attempting to Poyſon Que'n Elizabeth, told their 
Honors, That he loved the ©: cen better than be loved 
Chriſt. Tea, (ſaid a Noble Lord, thou relleſt the trub, 
| forthouart a Jew, and loveft both a like. ) 

And Sir, I knew that thi wicked Maid had antin- 
rent ro make awidy her Miſtris, and that ſhe did it; 
bit I was loth to diſcoucr, and now I muſt ſuffer for 
ber fault. I told her no, it was for her own; = 
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ſhe did not yet confeſs any thing to the purpoſe, all this 
| knew before, you mult tel me as to your own hand 
and Guilt in this Murder, Noze! None at all Sir, that 
is her anſwer. 

But Nurſe, did you not tell fuch a Miniſter that vi- 
fired you in Goal, that you would confider what he 
{ {poke unto you? at this ſhe changed countenance, 

paled and redded once and again, minced, zquiyocats 
* ed, and faltered in her expreflions ; but raking her in 

all ber Evafions, ſhe could not deny ſhe had promiſed 
” him; and had conlidered of ir, yet knew no gailt by hey 
: ſelf worthy of death. 
> Gerting no ground here, I askt her concerning the 


? Gold, her Brother took her for his Child, ſhe rold me 
© ſhe never had any from him. Why then did you 
© ſpeakto Malter }//, to look after your Money, if you 
7 never had any, and be ſuch a Poor Woman > 

* Sir, Twill without any diſſimulation tell you all tha 
 Truh. My Brother acquainted me thas there was Ten 
+ Pound in 4 Purſe hanging between the Vallance and the 
= Wall of hs Bed Chambcr in Loo : Whercupon my Hus- 
© band got an Horſe in Plymouth, Rode thither and brought 
£ itrome. Sotharl never had any of my Brother, but mp 
 Hwband had. 

Well, Nurſe, this may be as you ſay, though un< 
; Joubredly there was more; but how haye you diſ- 
| poſed of it > She replied, Is & put out for my Child. 
l told her this is a very horrid Theft, the healer was 
25 bad in the ſight of God as the ſtealer z that withour 
Reſtitution there was no Remiſſion : That unleſs ſhe 


took ſome courſe for its being reſtored, ſhe could ne- 

{ ver be ſaved: That God: would never bleſs it unto her 

x. [& Child: Yea, the very contrary, for it would bea 

1; ſnare and a curſe unto her, and an occaſion of deſiru- 
for jon unto ber, otherwiſe, innocent Child. 

Ard recolleRivg all my former diſcourſes and ars 


guments 
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guments to her, I preſſed with all poſſible earneſtneſs 
and jmportuniry, not willfully to precipitate her ſelf in. 
to Hell. Thar there were n w but a few Sands in her 
Glaſ:, a few breaths in her body, a fe minutes in 
her time, that ſh» ſhould not play the Fo"l any longer, 
love the Dvil, and hate God, The Devil had al. 
ready undone her, yer the Lord was willing to aye 
her. He ſent me once agaiy upon that errand, bur 
if ſhe were reſolved tu adhere unto ker grand Enemy, 
and utterly forſake the Lord her beſt Friend, I was 
heartily ſorry for her, 1 foreſaw ſhe muſt Burn in Hel 
Everlaftingly. That in the day oft Judgment, I 
ſhould be a witneſs againſt her, and it would be 2 
fearful thing , that God Almighty ſhould tell her; 
did not I ſend Minilter upon Miniſter ro Convert, re- 
concile and ſave thee > Did not this and that come 
unto thee, Woe and intreat thee with tears in their 
eyes, with fair and gent]*, with terrible and amazing 
words to confeſs and give Glory to me,but thou would- 
elt not ? 

Ah! Nurſe ! Nurſe! What will you fay unto 

the Lord then> She wzpr; and I wept for Com- 
pany, 
But recovering my ſelf, Woman ſaid I, do not 
fatter thy ſelf with falſe hopes «f Life, For I fear 
thou kcepeſt the Devils C: unſel upon that account, 
Thou muſt die. All the world cannot fave thee, 
Ere three hours be ſpent and gone, thou mult be led 
nnto the Gallows, and thence into Eternity. Obl 
Hell! Hell! Hell! Weman is a place and ſtateof 
unſpeakable, of unſufferable horror and torment? 
Yer, Flee! Flee! Flee from it ! Or thou art undone 
for ever, 

I now Love, Pitty, Intreat, and Pray for thee : 
But if thou wilt be a Reprobate, a caſt away, I take 
God to witnels, I baye done my duty, my utmoſt to 
laye 
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ave thee, Lord, ſaid I, lifting up my Eyes and 


Hands to Heaven, I am free of the ruin of this Wo= 
man, Let her Blood, and Damnation lie upon het 
own Head ? | 

And Nurſe, Ir is a very fearful thing to fall into the 
bands of the living God. The God to whom thou art 
voing, is a conſuming Fire, Ah! Who can abide his 
anger > Who can {tand before his indignation > None 
will compaſſionate thee at thy d:ath, And inthe day 
of ſudgment, thou wilt be an abhorrency to all, 

All this wrought nothing upon her beſides tears : 
Still ſhe avows her innocency 3 and had 1 not had un- 
queltionable evidence of her guilt, poſſibly I might 
have been perſwaded ſhe was accufed and condemned 
unjuſtly, 

After this I ſat down, and Mr. Collings, the Revye- 
rend Minitter of Charles Church coming in, he rea 
foned with her for a long time, as alſo my worthy 
Friend Mr. $h, But a Marble Quarry afferds no 
Water, nor her ſtony Heart one penitential Tear, 
At length all their pains bing uſeleſs, ineffeual], 
and unſuccesful, we reſolved to try the Lord once 
more by Prayer, and fee whether ary mercy might 
be got out of Heaven for her. 

Mr. Collings was our Mouth to God. The con- 
demned Perf. ns were upon their knees. Duty ended, 
| [ departed, and never ſpake more with her, till the 

was upon the Ladder. 


— — 


N4 now ſhe is waited on to the Gallows. 

The Streets are crowded, The Major, Ma= 
giltrates, and under Sheriff can bardly paſs for the 
throngs, 

The poor Maid i. drawn on the Hurdle, The pe@- 
ſure the lay in was on her left fide, her Face in her 
_ Bofom 
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Boſom, her Bible under her Arm, ſeeming like one 
dzad, rather than alive, 

Art length we ar? com?, though {lowly tothe place 
of Execution. Plimouth was then naked of Inhahji. 
rants, the Town wa- eahe to be taken, and the Huy. 
ſes to be p\underev, if an Enemy had been at hand to 
have done it.C.zt Jowne, the Lambhey, Citadel, Turn. 
Chapp-1,andCat-}{"ater are preit with multitudes, Some 
compured rheir number I wenty thouſand, But Com. 
manders, who at lived in Wars, and ſen oreat Ar. 
mi2s, and theretors the molt competent Judges in 
this cale, eſtimared them at one haif, I write within 
compals. 

The Mail being nailed to her Stake, and the [ron 
Hoop about h:r, and the Nurſe mounted upon the 
Ladder, the dchircs that this ReJator might now Prap 
with her, 

Bur ir being thovght requiſite that rhe eſtabliſhed 
Order of the Church thould be oblerved, rhe Com- 
mon Prayers were fiitt ('ommanded, Which having 
been read Audably, and with great Devotion from 
the By-itanders, The 51. Pſa/m according to the 
Girls 1equelt was ſuvg ; Who ( it was vety oblerva- 
ble, ) juyned with the People, fingivg allo her. 
felt. | 

Now ſhe b: ing queſtioned about her offence own 
every particular thereof, it having been propouidzd 
to hec in particulars. Owneth that the Nurſe bad her 
pur it inz Only denieth the Depoſition of $cannel; 
Wite, protecting that the cannot remember it : Pro- 
felleth her hearty and uwifcizned [: rrow for her fin, 
not only becauſe ir had ruined her Miſtreftes and her 
[c}f; bur principal'y, and etpecially becaute it was an 
hiv dichonor to God, Father, Son, and Spirit, that 
it m:d- hcr unworthy of his Favor and Bleſſing; yet 
the profell. d her Faith and Hope of Saiyation,throvgh 

| the 
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the alone Merits of the Lord Jeſus, Into whoſe hands 
ſhe now commended her ſelt; and defired to forgive 
allthe World, and that Bloody Woman the Nurſe, 
who had drawn her into deſtruttion z and added, that 
ſhe ſubmicted patiently to her death, becauſe ſhe had 
deſerved ir. And ſaid, it was her with, that all others 
would rake warning by her Example z and taking this 
ReJator by the haud, Sr, faith the, will you nor pray 
mithme? Did you not promiſe me yon would > And cra- 
ving it with Tears, it was readily accorded, 

Siience being commanded, and every Perſon com- 
poſed, there was this following Prayer conceived,and 
poured before the Lurd in her behalt, 


Oſt Holy Lord God ! The Rizhteous Fudg of the 
M whole /orld | Fuſt in all thy Ways, and Holy 
in all thy Works ! The great and terrible God ! a cone 
ſuming Fire, and everlaſting burnings | How can fuch 
ſinful chafF, and ſtubble as we are ſtand before thee ? We 
muſt needs in 4 Moment be reduced unto Aſhes, if thox 
haft not pitty on ps. But bleſſed be rby Name, thou art 
« God of wonderful Love and Mercics, Thouhaſt ſo lo- 
ved the World as to give thine only begotten Son to the 
death for us, that wc belicving in bim fyould not periſh 
but have everlaſting life. 

We are greater Sinners than the Apoftuic Angcls, and 
Jet have greater Mercies afforded us, though they arc 
bettey capacited to ſerve God than our ſclues, and ucuer 
fined againſt thee but once, yer thou didft ntterly rejed 
them, never gaveſt a (briſt to them, nor to dic for 
them; whereas thou haſt beſtowed him on us the moſt un- 
worthy Perſons, Sons and Daughters of fanful Adam, 
who have never ceaſed finning againſt thee. 

We are all Sinacrs by Naturc, and from our Touth up- 
wird, We were conceived in ſin, and born in miquity. 
Our Inſancy, our Touth, and riper years have been alk 
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fent in the drudgery of ſin. We have broken all the Con. 
manJments of our God in hcart, thought , word, ani 
deed , ſinned againſt the Law, and againſt the Gf, 
againſt all the mcans uſed by our God 10 reclaim, and y 
reform us. jI' have defÞiſed the beſt of Mercies, ai 
deſerved the worſt of Fudgments, yea to be burnt up wi 
unguenchable flames, as this poor, wretched Maleſatty 
is now ready to be with thoſe that are temporal. But hi. 
therto thou haſt fparcd and repricued us, and given u 
ice for Repentance, and waiteſt to be gracious to u, 
and bid1cſt us, ſeck thce O our God, whileſt thou may 
be ſoun1, and cill upon thee whilcſt thou art near, y 
forſahe our ungodlineſs, and to forego all our wickedneſ, 
and thou wouldeſt ab:ndantly pardon ; yet thou an þ 
gracious, astobil and incourage us to Pray for other, 
wit promiſes of Audicnce and eAcceptance, 

This emboldcns us to make 91 addreſſes to hee forthi 
poor condemned Crearure, ready to be executed. W 
confc(s for her, and ſhe doth acknowledg for ber ſelf 
Lord'! hcr great an4 gricvoys offences, that ſhe hath ben 
a Rebel againjt thee all her days, lived in ſin, neglefled 
duty, neglefted rotting the ſaving knowledg of God, ai 
acquaintance wit thee ; that ſhe hath not hearkened i 
the voice of God fhiahing frem bis holy Word unto her; 
hut liſincd readily untothe Temptations and Suggeſtion 
af the 11cvil,a Murerer from the beginning, and by whiſ 
enticements ſhe bath cmbrewcd her hands in 1 lood, in th 


guilt of innocent Blood of her Relation and $ uperiors, 


which crys to Heaven for yenzeance againſt her. Lord! 
ſh cannon {[ nd (ofore the Fuſtice of Men. Ab ! hiy 
unvle is ſhe ro ſr:ſoſt 48 the Bay of God > Man hath juf- 
{y con iemne ! h-r, an the Lord might juſtly damn her, 
an tihar to all Ercrnity. The wazes of her fin is death, 
death remrordl. anlt Ercynal. 

But I,ord' thouzb ſhe is miſerable, thou art merciful; 
tbough the is ili ot [rns, thou art full of pardons ; ws 
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j helpleſs in her ſelf, yet in thee, Lord, is ſhe nos 
Meſs Bleſſed be God that hath openc4 a Door of 


. WF hope for ber in the Reſurreion of « hrift Feſus, who was 
|» YE dclivered to the death for her fins, and roſe again from the 
in; WY dead, thr ſhe might be juſtified. Thy Free guift in Chriſt 
i) BY Feſus is Exerndl Life. Oh! How ſweet js thy mercy ? 


Ge Suffer us, Bleſſed Father! In all bumility to plead ® 
bi. WW with thee in ber behalf. Oh , That thou weuldeft be gra» 
' u i £10480 ber ! She thy Creature, the work of thine hands, 
u, 8 4o nor deſtroy hey | $he js the purchaſe of thy Sons blood, 


0h, Let him not Looſe her | Chriſt died for her, Ob , 
Let him not die in vain for her ! Thercfore ſave her ! 
Her fins are many, but thy mercies are infinitely more, 
ner fins are Bloody, Crimſon, Scarlet, and crying fins, 
but the blood of Feſus cleanſeth from all fins, Blood- 
ſhed by her cryeth down Vengcance on her. But yer, 


thi A deur Lord ! Hear ! Oh hear the lowder outcries of thy 
13, BY Sons blood for her ! She i, if ever any, an objeft wor= 
vN Ii of pitty, not from any worth in her, but becauſe of 
ben RR ber miſery. If God do nor help her, who will > Who 


can ? Men an4 Angels cannot ſave ber, but Feſus Chrift 


nl cu, He js able. And Beſſel be thy name, ſweet Feſu! 
4 0 W701 art willing alſo even tothe worſt and utmoſt to ſave, 
her; Thou «rt an Almighty, and All ſufficient $2viour, 
tion thine arm & not ſhortened, thy Grace 3 not exhauſted. 
obeſe WO? , Magnifie thy Grace new, cven now upon her ! Thou 


baft ſaid, that the weary, the heavy laden ſhould come 
unto thee, and thou wouldeſt atve them reſt: And that 
ſuch as come unto thec, though the greateſt ſinners, thou 
wouldeſt nor caſt out T's late indecd that ſhe comes 
unto thee, but not 200 Late, Truth Lord! Late Repons 
tance 4 ſeldom true, but yet true Repentance 4 ncuer 
00 late, Better late than never. 

Thou haſt given ws one inſtance, one example of the 
Thief on the (roſs ſavel at the Eleventh, at rhe laſt 
"our (ave enc, "tis but one, that we fhoul.! nor pres 
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fume; and yet one, that we ſhould not deſpair, 0h 
Lord, ſhe will not deſpair of thy mercy, that were | 
greater fin than, all the reſt that ſhe hath comminel, 
Now Lord, tho:igh late ſhe comes unto thee, ſhe throw 
ber ſclj at thy Feet, an we thy poor Scruants cone 
unto thee, and projtrate our ſlues at thy Fept for her: 

- Oh Dao nst caſt hcr oug of thy fight! Oh! Let her no 
be Damned, but ſaved! This i 4 truc and faithful ſuy- 
ing, worthy of all acccytation, moſt worthy of herg, an 
ſhe accepts of it, and reſts upon it, and triſts unit, 
that, Feſus Chriſt camc into the World 10 [ave ſinners, Of 
whom the is chi:t, Thou art willing that all fhoull 
be ſaved; Therefore thou art willing ſhe ſhould be ſav- 
ed alſo, Thou haſt put theſe words into cr moyuh, an! 
into our mouths for ber. [hat it Jelus Chrill hath not 
merics enough tw fave her, ſhe, and we alſo will be 
contented thar the thould be Damned for ever. 

But Bleſſed be o0:r God! The merits of our Saviau 
arc {nfinite, Oh! Lord, make application of them ut 
her poor Soul. Ch! Take away for Chriſts ſake all her 
fins ! Blotout by iniquaies as 4 Cloud, andber Tra(- 
grcſſions as 41h1ch Cloud, Thbouzh her fins have abound 
ed unto her Condcmnation, yct let thy grace much mare, 
infiniicly more 2bound unto ber juſtification. Enterni 
into Fulgment wit) her, Oh Lord! Deliver her fron 
hlood guiltincſs, Oh Go.l, thou God of her Saluatim! 
And her Tongue, and our mouths ſhall ſing aloud 
CHri(ts Righteouſneſs. and of thy Faithfulne|s. 

Oh, take away whatſucocr may binder the Commanich 
tions of thy Love, fauur, and $4lvation unto ber ! Purg 
fin ot of her | Give 4 brogen, contrite, and truly Pell 
rent hcart unto ber ! $he is Mourning for ber ſin, all 
miſery: O! , wiſh her inthe blood of the Lamb, intoa 
Fountain opcncd for fin and for tinclcanneſſes, in itt 
lavor of Regencrarion | Ob, (anftific, and renew herly 
iby Holy Spirit ! Take away all the jpots and blot 
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ter fin! Though ſhe be defiled and deformed with 
innumerable 4nd thoſe the moſt abominable, yet canſt 
thou renſe and cleanſe her in a moment. No unclean \ 
thing ſhall entcr into thy Kingdom. Without Holineſs 
none cx (ee the Lord, Now the Lord Sanctifie her 
hroughout, in hcr whole Soul, Body and Spirit. 

And thouzh ſhe hath been by the wiles of the Devil 
heated of ber life, and u« now to (uffer Fuſtly for her evil 
deeds, gre ber to bear patiently the indignation of her 
God, becauſe ſhe hath funned againſt thee, and to accept 
f the puniſhment of her iniquity | Though ſhe muſt burn 
mn Temporal flames, yes ct her not burn in Everlaſting 
lames! Oh, Let the ſtrcams of Chriſts blood quench 
putthe flames of thy wrath! Though fhe die in Earth, 
ord! Save her from Hell | Oh, Give her Faith, thc 
aith of Gods ele ! And the Lord ſtrengthen her F aith ! 
Ph, Confirm her hope! Oh, Gtuve her 10 abound 1m 
hope through thy Holy Ghoſt etven to hcr! Oh, Grant 
hat Faith, Hope, and paticnce may have thcir perſccl 
work in her, 

Give in (ome token, ſome pledge of thy good will unto 
Jer, if it bc thy good pleaſure! Oh, revive, (upport, 
n1 comfort ber droepins Spirits | Though ſhe be inthe 
alley and ſhaddow of death, do not forſahe her! Oh, 
0 not forſtkhe her ! Say unto her, thou art her Salvtti- 
n! Tell her, that aftcr ſhe hath ſuffered a I nile while, 
he ſhall be with thy (elf in Heaven, perjca with thee in 
Glory! Say unto ber gs unto the Thict upon the Croſs, 
&k day thou ſhalt be with mc in Paradijc | 
0h, keep off Satan from bur ! He 4 never more buſic, 
in when thy poor Worms arc weikeſt, and leaſt able 
Fo defend thernſclucs from bim, Lord Feſu ! Fight for her 
824inſt bim | Keep her pretious and immortal Soul from 
m! Oh, Be with hcy now in theſe hey laſt agonics. 
tve thy Holy Angeis to wait upon her, and inthat ucry | 
Moment that her Soul ſhall go out of h:r Bedg, let thoſe 
| F 4 (310ri0us 
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Glorious Angels carry it into Abrahams boſome! Tay 
thy hands do we commend her. Into thy hands dub ſe 
commit her Spirit Dear Fe(u! $4ve it! For thou haſt lowed, 
redeemed, and died forit ! An1 now Lord, though earth 
will looſe 4 bloody Sinner, yea les Heavucn be augment 
by one $4int more : 

O Look down from Heaven, the Habitation of thy 
Holineſs and Glory upon this namerous Aſſembly ! 0h, 
let them not be idle SpeAators of theſe dreadful Provi. 
dences. Oh , That thcy may be Ordinances tor their 
good, for their Conucrſjion and Reformation! Oh, Thy 
every Soul, that is gaFing hcre may (mite upon hy Breaſt, 
and lament that Univerſal corrurtion which 4 in ur 
nature, and the woful« ffs of our fin. Sinhaving once 
conceived, brinzet) forth 4: ath. 

We have the root of the matter in us, the very cauſes 
of thoſe fins, for which theſe Malefaftors ſuffer, had 
we the ſame temprations we might be Guilty of thelike 
tranſercſſions, »And wcic it not fur the Cords and Curbs 
of thy Reſtraining Grace, we ſhuuld be in their Condi- 
tion, Bleſſed be God we are not ! *I's thou only thy 
hajt made ws to differ. Oh, That all Maſtcrs of Fami- 
lies, Parents of Chillren, woull ſec that they in ther 
own Pcr(ons, and with their ' amilics 4o (cruethe Lord! 
Oh, Lect there be no*Prayerlc(s Fami'ics, no uncatcel ined 
Children in th; Place ! 

Lock once more we pray thee, with mercy pon thi 
thy poor Creature She is very low, very miſerable, yeart 
upon ber with bowcls of compaſſion , and embrace her 
with arms of cuerlaſting lave ! Be her God anl ber 
Guide unto death, anl her Saviour from everlaſting 
death ! 

*And all we beg, in, and for the (ape of our dear- 
eſt Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who ſits 08 the Right 
band making interceſſion for ber, and for us, my 
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for bj ſake, and gratiouſly an(wer us, and do abundant- 
ly for ber, and ws, beyond what wc can 4k or think | 
To him, with thy ſclf Holy Father, and Eternal $pj- 
ris, bc Everlaſting Glory, Dominion, Praiſe, and Thanks. 
giving, Amen. 


Prayer being ended, I lifted up my hands over her, 
and ſaid, eAnne, the Lord bieſs thee, and keep thee ! 
The Lord make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be 
gracious to thee ! The Lord litt up the light of his 
countenance upon thee, and give thee Peace! And 
if thy Repentance be true, and thy peace made with 
God, and our Prayers heard, as I hope they all are, 
death wont be terrible unto thee, Now Farewel 
Lite, welcome Death, God will ſend his Holy An- 
gels in a Fiery Chariot to Conyey thy Soul into 
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the hand, Sir, ſaith ſhe, I am never able to re- 
quice youu for all your labor of love, care and pains 
abcut the Salvation of my pretious Soul ; but the Lord 
will, I hoje. The Lord reward you ! The Lord recom- 
penſe you for all theſe kindneſſes! 1 thank you with all 
my Hcarr. 

And as I was departing from her, ſhe heſpake me, 
Sir, pray intreat for me, that I may not be put totoo 
much torture, I anſwered her in broken words and 
tcars ( for few there refrained.) That I would do 
my utmoſt endeavor to prevent it: And turning my 
ſelf to the Gentlemen in Authority. Gentlemen, 
the Engliſh temper abhors Cruelty, ſhow ſome Bow- 
els to this poor Creature, I need not intreat it, there 
was ſuch a Clowd of grief fitting upon all their 

Faces, 
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Faces, and ſo much tenderne(s and compaſſion, that 
they would have done their utmolt to have hindreg 
it. 

Two went to the Maid, and asked her what 
Faith and what Repentance were, And one of them 
proceeded to jnſtruct her in the nature of Faith, that 
it was totake Chriſt as Lord and king, and to ſubmit 
unto all his Laws, to be Governed by them, and in 
particular to this of ſuff-ring the puniſhment ii flifted 
on her for her ſin, 

At which putting them off with my Hand, Ire. 

lied, 
P Gentlemen ; do not trouble her, *tis unſcaſonable 
now to Catechize her in DoErinals; the itandsjn 
need of ſume Soveraign Cordia!s to revive and {upport 
her drooping Spirit inthefe her lalt Agonics with death, 
and conflicts with the D vil. 

And Addreſſing my 1-it once again unto her, Anne 
ſaid I, fear not, bur cait thy ſelf upon the everlaiting 
mercics of God in the blood of Chritt Jeſus, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved. Since thuu mult die, die upon 
this, thac Jeſus Chriit came into the World toſaye 
finners, of whom thou art chicf, And twill be buta 
EO hour, and thou thalt be freed from all 
ins and torments, Say. Into thy hands [ commit 
my Spirit, Lord fave ir / For thou halt died tor it, 
Lord Jeſu, thou Son of David have mercy upon me! 
Oh, Thou Lamb of Gud receive my Sou] ! 

T left her, expectiny nv auſwer. The Rope 15 now 
drawn clole unto her N-cF, ard the Hangman would 
have ſer Fire unto the Fur ze betore ſhe was itra gied; 
but ſome more charitabie and -render-ncartec, ciycd 
to him to take away the Block from ur der her [cet 
which baving done, ſhe {oon tc}] down, aud expiredin 
a Trice. 

And it was obſeryable, that all the skill and diligence 
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of the Executioner and his Aſſiſtants, could not make 
either Powder, Wood, or Fewel to take fire; till the 
had been dead a Quarter ot an huur ; as alſo, that as 
ſoon as the fire was kindled, the Wind which blew be=- 
fore in the back of the Nurſe, immediately ſhifted, 
and drove the ſmoke tull in her Face z, as if God had 
ſpoken ro her, The Smoke of my Fury, and Flames 
of my Fiery Vengeance are n-»w Riding upon the 
| Wings of the Wind towards thee. 

And now for Two hours, the Nurle feeds her eyes, 
and feaits her thoughts wich the lad ſpeCtacle of this 
| poor Miids burning. 

{ The flames being well allayed, ſeveral Miniſters, 
and worthy Gentlemen indeavor yet the Repentance, 
{ Converſion, and Saving of her Soul. Bur all ſuc- 
| ceeds as formerly, She denies her guilt; pleads her 
| Innocency, accuſeth Judg, Jury, Witneſſes, Coun= 
E try, and all of her Murther ; that ſhe is Murthered, 
that they take away her Life unjuſtly : Nay, that they 
kill tooz ſhe is with Child, expe@s to be delivered 
about Midſummer, Worat will you Murther one that 
| iSunborn? And a great deal more of the like ſtuff, 
* That ſhe was not with Child we heard evidenced 
| upon Oath at her condemnation. And a skilful Hand= 
{ Woman, ſearching her but a night before her Execu- 
# tion, could never dilcover any ſuch thing, | 
| Moſt probable the true ground of all her denials, 
 wasa foolith hope of Lite 3 the Hangman as it is com= 
E monly noiſed, having promiſed never to execute her. 
Whatever familiaritics had paſt between them Two in 
# Jail, I know not, This is certain, the Hangman 
| brought the under Sheriff to terms Juſt as they were 
| leavins Plymouth, and going to the place of Execu- 
| tion, And the Girl being diſpatched, he ran away 
with the Halter under the Clitts; and when he was 
brought back, lay aſlcep at the Foot of the Gallows, 
or 
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or at leaſt pretended ſleep, and fo deferred Exe. 
cution, 

Beſides another Accident intervened, which put a 
ſtop for a time, and had it not been prudent!y and 
preſently compoſed upon the place, would haye to. 
rally ſuſpended , for that day at lealt, her Execu- 
r10n, 

All theſe Circumitances jumping io one upon the 
other, contributed ro the ſtrevgthening of her Heart 
in the falſe hopes of Litz, For what the would have, 
it was an eaſlie matter to per{wade her to believe 
and hope. 

Bur at length ſhe hath worn out all patience both of 
God, and Man. And the Halter is faltened to the 
Gibber, and put abuut her Neck. Now Miniſters ply 
their work with her, becauſc the is upon the briak uf 
Deltruion, and in viewof Hell. 

No fin ſhe acknowledgeth, no- guilt as to the Fat 
for which the is condemned, Indeed ſhe confeiieth, 
She had been 4 Swearer, Lier, and Sabbath breaker, 
bur none others trouble her. As ro Money that ber 
Brother itole , and was in hers, or her Husband; 
hands, ſh? now cha:geth upon a dead Perſon, having 
wronged her inher lite, the muſt miſchiet her ar her 
death too, No Bond, nor Biil can ſhe produce, no- 
thing und:r the Decealed*s hand can ſhe ſhow tor her 
having received it ; yet doth Ch: charge Mr. I. to 
look that jr be reſtored unto the right Owner, 

Minfiters however lament her deplorable condition, 
eſpecially ſince jult as ſhe is going our of the Worid, 
ſhe cryes, Fudg and Revenge my cauſe, O Lord ! Which 
made this Relator tel] her, He now ſaw, what he 


formerly feared, vixg. That God was departed from 


her, thatthe Devil was already in her heart, for be 
ſat upon her tongue, that troops of Devils were upon 
the Ladder by her, all gaping torher ; and that with- 
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in a few moments, they would have her wretched 
Soul into Hell with them; and then, and there ſhe 
wo.ild be ſoon ſenſible of her madneſs in dying with a 
Lye in her Muuth , ard confeſs, and mouuwn for her 
fully aid madnelszin rc: ting Heaven and Salvation, 
but ic would be roo late, and to no purpole : For her 
condition, whatever it might be here, would infallis 
bly be there unalterable, andirreverlible, 

That ſhe was guing into a Lake of Fire and Brim2 
{tone there ro be tormented for ever and ever; and 
when ſhe was in the midit of thote Eternal ra1ments, * 
ſhe would remember that I had to]d her of it, 

A Pſalm was called, and part of the Twenty fifth 
ſung, Never did I ſee but oue in that heavy condi- 
tion, Whilit the people ſing, ſhe cries and weeps 
bitterly, the very terrors of death are upon hery 
the cries as if her Heart would break. Indeed her 
Soul was. overwhelmed with unmeaſurable horrors 
and fears; ſhe had no mind to die, nor could ſhe be 
youchlafed Life, What hopes could ſhe have in her 
departure, who never laid avy follid baſis for good 
hopes during lite 2 

The Pſalm is now ſung out, and yet is ſhe ſum= 
moned to confeſs, bur it is as good [peak to the ſtones, 
or to the Deaf Adder, that itops his ear, ſhe will ne- 
te be charmed, let the Charmers Charm never ſo 

wiſely, : 

At laſt being demanded whether ſhe would have 
| any Prayers, or any Perſon Pray f. r her, ſhe ſaid yes, 
and pointed to this Relator, deliing him to perform 
that Office for her : Who revlied, that he was moſt 
willing to ſerve and fave her Soul: Bur in as much as 
ſhe made no Confeſſion of her Crying fins of Murther, 
and of her Thefe and Uncleanneſs, and other Villa. 
nies whereof the knew her {elt Guilty, he durſt nor 
tkethe name of God in vain tor her ſake : Beſides 
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he ſhould but tempt God to ask a pardon fo 
her, who reſolved never to take it upon Gods 
Terms. 

In ſhort, it ſhe would be yer ingenious, and give 
Glory to God by adoring his Juſtice, a. d ſhameing 
her ſelf, and renouncing h-r ſin ard the Devi}, there 
was no perſon more w:ilng to pray with her, ard pray 
for her than himſelf, 

To which ſh: making no reply, Mr, R. the Miniſter 
conceived a pithy a'.d pertinent Prayer, Jamenting 
the depravedneſs of our Nature, the horribleneſs of 
Gods wrath, the poſlibility of Salvation refuled by 
deſperate ſinners, and as we feared in particular by 
this MaletaQor his dear Sifter now ready to be turned 
over, He petitioned that if it were not yet too [ate, 
that God would give her Repentance, and break her 
ſtony heart, and cauſe her to gloritie him at the laltby 
an ingenious and ful: Confeſſion. 

Prayer being ended, ſhe is once again asked, whe- 
| ther the would confeſs, But being obſtinate in her 
refuſals, ſhe prayed for her ſelf in the words of the 
Lords Prayer, ſaid the Creed, and being yet ex- 
horted to Remember the merciful nature of God, 
who would ſave her, as we yer hoped, provided ſhe 
would come unto his Terms of Confeſſion and Reper- 
tance, 

Sherells us. She cannot Confeſs that wheres ſhe 
not Guilty. 

Being asked whether ſhe could die in Charity with 
her Witneſſes and Accuſers, She ſaid, I forgive the 
World. 

Anda while after, without any viſible tokens of Re- 
ligion, Grace, or Devotion, without any obſervable 
Preparedneſs or willingneſs for death , by any of 
thoſe many Divines thar had painfully dealt with 
ber, or Chriltians that beheld her, ſhe was turned 
| 0 
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off the Ladder, and went into that other World, She 
went out like the Snuff of a Candle, leaving a ſtench 
vehind her, 

And it it be ascked, what is become of her Sou] ? 

I anſwer, the Queltion is idle, neediels, overs 
curious, and unprofitable, *tis nor for ſaucy Crea= 
tures, poor crawli'g Earth-worms, (ſuch as our 
ſelvesare) to pry into the deep fecrets of Gods E- 
ternal Counſels, nor to peep inco the ſacred Ark of 
his bottomleſs decrees. Theſe inſcrutable purpoles 
of God by reaſon of their inexplicable diſhculties will 
amaze aud puzlc us; nor can we ever poſlibly attain 
unto any infallible certainty or ſatisfaQion concerning 
her, I know the abloJute and uncontroulable Soye= 
raignty of Divine Grace and mercies, and that God 
cancome in, it he pleaſe, between the Bridge and 
Water, the Cup and the Lip. Bur who can inform, 
or aſſure me that God did fo to her? She is gone unto 
her Judge, hath undergone her Doom ; and if ſhe be 
layed, it isa Thouſand mercies unto the World, that 
the World neither doth, nor can know it. 

But did ſhe not proteſt her Innocency to the very 
laſt ? 

[ know the did, and is ſhe Innocert becauſe ſhe 
faidſo> Dying perſons are indeed to. be credited + 
But then they muit be perſons of credit and ſerious ; 
and if Condemned Malefactors, ſuch as are moſt 
Eminent and exemplary tor their Repentance, Can 
any one Man or Woman living, that Converſt with 
her from firlt to laſt, from her Impriſonment to her 
Execution, ayow upon her knowledge, that ſhe ſaw 
lo muchas one poor token. of a broken heart, of a 
ſincere Penitent in her > Produce it, and ir ſhajl be 
Thankfully accepted. 

Had fhe been [nnocent, ſhe could not have been ſo 
much concerned for life 15 ſhe was> I told her $1 
Plymoin; 
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Plymouth and Exon, and ſhe was told the ſame by 4 
Reverend Divine, rhat Lnnocency was a Wall of Braſs, 
it would carry a Perſon! above the tear of Death, 
make her to outbrave Death z the could go trium. 
phantly into the preſence of the Eternai Judg, and 
bleſs him that ſh» was condemned unjultly. 

Beſides, hzr Innocence as to this Fact, would haye 
ingiged her to a more curious and exact {crutiny in. 
to her life palt, ro have found out the true cauſe of 
Gods anger in ſhortning her days, and to a molt holy 
life, and religious preparation of her Soul for death, 
during the whole time ot her impriſonment. Noneof 
which the had done; unlets lovlene!s,prophanenels,and 
uncleanneſs mult be ex»ounded, and taken tor it, 

Finally, I lovkt upon her as a delperate and Fore. 
lorne wretch, and told her ir was no new thing to find 
her ſuch. *Tis no new thing tor the worlt of l1nnersto 
be deſperate, Were not Gain, Saul, Abimelech, A. 
ehitophcl and Fudax deſperate > This Relator hearda 
man Condemned to be Hanged, utter upon the Lad- 
der theſe words, 

Gentlemen, I value not my life of a Ruth, I fear 
nor death ; and without any more Ceremonizs or ado, 
( and Soldiers are none of the molt Religious. ) He 
willfully I-apt off of the Ladder at Crimble-paſſage: 
Where had not others thowna his holy more mercy 
than he did hi own Soul, he might have periſht eyer- 
laſtivgly. 

[ know not whether ſhe had as much Courage. 
Sure I am, Death never {truck unto her Spirits ; till 
the Pſalm was a Singing, and it was a doleful Tune 
unto her, Her heart was then up in her mouth, It 
1t were not broke with the ſence of fin, and near ap- 
proaches of Divine wrath, ir was with the very hot- 
rots of death, Others Sarg. ſhe did but how] and 
yell. Methought the expreſſions of her grief, 2nd 

vehemeicy 


| beit 


(81) 


yvehemency of her paſſtons, raiſed ſtrange reſentment 
and compaſſons in the SpeCarors, 

One, and But one have | known in her condition; 
a big and tall Fell. w, that upon the ſcore of his 
{trength, could have affrighied the King of Terrors : 
Yet after Sentence ( and for Burglary was he Sen- 
tenced unto death, ) his heart failed him, his Spirits 
ſunk, his Soul died within him : All his Language, 
and that too in groans ard Floods of Tears, with 
blubbered Cheeks and wringed hands, was: I ſhall 
die! I ſhall dic! T fhalldic! I fall die! Work me! 
I ſhall die! T ſhall dic |! 

Though [| came to him into the Jail, took him by 
the hand, intreated him upon my knees, not to be fo 


| much concerned for the loſs of his Natural Life : Bur 


to look after another, a berter Life, after the life of 


| his miſerable Soul : Yet no Arguments, no motives 
| could prevail upon him. He was Deat in that ear; 
$ A ſtone might have heard and anſwered , but this 


wretch would give none other anſwer, than, I ſhall 
die! T ſhall die! Woe me! I ſhall dic! T ſhall die! 


{ The terrors «f death, like an opiate Medicine, had 
| quite {tupitied him, that he could not liſten unto the 


beit Countcls for his Souls welfare, 
But what and if this vile woman had been Guiltv + 
ſome other Capital Crimes? I know of the dead tus 


| beit mult be ſpoken; but then thole dead perſons 
| (hov!d not be Impenitent Criminals, 


[tisno pleaſure ro me, no pleaſing task to Rake in 
Dunghils, Would to God all Vices were Buried 
together with hers, though under the Gibber ! It were 
no dithcult matter, nay a man might with a wet Fin- 
ger, prove her Guilty of foul and trequent Adulteries, 
of Debauching Young perſons, of proſtituting her 
lelt in Priſon, are theſe no Capital offences > Let 
tagm not be! Vſhat meant ſhe by thoſe words unto 
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the Girl, that to her knowledg a little Poyſon jn 
Cream had made one away in lefs time than yoy 
could go from her Matters Houſe to the Gate, 

L am apt to think that ſhe would not confeſs this 
Murder leſt ſowe other might our alſo, There was a 
ſhrewed [tem in her Exon acknowledgment, That ſhe 
knew the ſhould be damned, though not for thi 
Crime. 

It brings to my remembrance a Story which I had 
from Mr. 3. Cl, a very holy Man of Gcd, a Reverend 
Miniſter of the Goſpe], ( who if yer inthe Land of the 
living, is one of the molt Ancient Laborers inthe 
Lords Vineyard in thi, Weltern Dioceſs,) that in his 
younger days when he was Minitter of Petrocks by the 
Caltleof Dartmouth, he was ſent to Vitit and Pray 
with a dying Man, under very muchtrouble of Con- 
ſcience. 

His caſe was this, Sir, ſaid he unto the Miniſter, 
about Seven months ſince, as I was walking to Buſ. 
cow, I mcta Camerade of mine, who had gone to 
Sea about a fortnight fince, and taking him by the 
hand, wondring at his arriva], 1 ſaid, V Vhat chear 
Mate > VVhat makes thee return ſo ſoon, and look 
ſo Paje? I am dcad quoth this SpeFrum, Dead Man, 
and yet waik, and raik? Y-s, faith he, I am dead, I 
was took fick ſhortly upon my going to Seca z and died 
this day, and about an hour ſince, ſo many Leagues 
of, was | thrown overboard, 

Now 1 deſire thee to go home, and tell my Wife 
of it, aud to open my Coffer, and ſhow her my Wil, 
and ſee my Legacies paid ; which having promiſed to 
do for him, at parting he added, eAnd as for that bufi- 
ncſs between thee and me, that thou wcll woteff off, [ 
charge thee, that thou 1.cuer feah of it to any Mat 
living, for if thou doft, I will jn thas ocry moment tedr 
shee in arb9u{and picces, 

You 
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Now Sir, this lies heavy, heavy upon my Conſci2 
ence, Fain would I declare it, it is upon my Tongue, 
but [ cannot, And why can you not ? Oh Sir, do 
not you ſee him 2 Do not you ſee him ? Look how 
terrible he is ! There he is juſt againit me, Oh? 
how doth he threaten me ? I would tel! you, bur I 
dare not, And whatever arguments this Reverend 
Perſonage could uſe unto the fick Man, he could ne- 
ver bring him to a Confeſſion ; bur he pines away un- 
der his terrors, and horrors, till at laſt not being able 
to ſubfilt any longer by reaſon of them, he died, 

Whether there be ary paralle] between the cond{. 
tions of this Man, and Woman, I leave it unto my 
Readers judgment, 

The poor Girl, at her Death, at the very point of 
Death charged her with it. This Philip Cary her ſelf 
confeſſed before the Major of Plymouth at ber Exami=- 
nation, and the very day before her Execution to this 
Relator, that ſhe knew of it, And is ſhe Innocent > 
VVe have reaſon ro believe the confcflion of a Peni- 
tent, before the denial of a ſtubborn, and impeni- 
tent VVoman. 

| Beſides, ſhe had a very fair trial before the Judgs 
There were no leſs than Nineteen V Vitnetles that 
gave in their Evidence to his Lordſhip, and the 
Grand Jury upon Oath againit her, Yer ſhe ſaith, 
Not guilty : Yea, and takes it to her death, that ſhe 
is Innocent, knew nothing of Poyſon, 

But what if all this be nothing but Lyes, and Im= 
poſture > VVhar if evidence appears againſt her 
after death, and that the did both know of it, and buy 
the Poyſon alſo > 

Reader I will not amuſe thee, caſt thine Eyes ups 
on what follows, and thou wilt be in {o ne mean 
fure ſatisfied, | 


G 2 Th4 


W— ———— 


—.. 
CO Ber re 4 Io 


(84) 


The Examinstion of Elizabeth the Wife of Thomas 
Webb of Plymourh, in the County of Devon, Mar. 
riner, had, and taken at Plymouth, by, and before 
the Worſhipful William Weeks, Gentleman, one of 

his Majeſtics Fuſtices of the Peace within the Bur. 

rough of Plymouth, on hcy Corporal Oath the Seventh 

day of April, Anno Domini 1676. 


' He ſaid Examinant ſaith, That about a weck 
before, Philip the Wite of Richard (ary of Pli- 
mouth was committed to Plimouth Priſon, on lulpition 
for the Poytoning of Elizabeth Weeks, and Afary Pete 
gelley ; This Examinant , on 4 Saturday Evening, 
when the Candles were lighted being at the Houſe 
Fohn Vallacke Apothecary in Plymouth, there came 
into the {ſaid Mr, [Pallacks ſhop, a VVoman ( who 
was a itranger unto this Examinant, ) and delircd the 
faid Mr, J.:\lacks Bry to give her a Penny worth 
Ajercury, as the called it, and ſaid ſhe was haflly: 
That accordingly the (aid Buy, delivered unto the 
faid VVoman the taid Aſcrcury, ( as ſhe calledit) in 
a whitc Paper, 

And tha: about a weck after, that the ſaid Phili) 
Cary beivy committed unto the ſaid Prifon as atore- 
faid, this kxaminant went tv the V Vindow of the 
Prifon, and ſaw her, and the believes that the faid 
Philip Cary was the fame V Voman, which ſo fetched 
the {aid aMcrcury as atorciaid, 

Sienum Jicte. E. VV. 
Elizabeth Webb, 


Pottibly yo!1 will ask, VVhy had not this VVoman 
given in her Evidence, being (» material , before her 
death ? 1 anlw-:, Sh2 is ut age, Let her ſpeak tor ber 
lel?, 
: Readrt 
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Eader, by this time, I believe thou art welt. 
wearied z Sure if thou be not, lam. How- 
ever at parting, let me as thee one Queliie 

on, V Vhar art thou ? A Maiter, or a Servant > A 

Parent, or a Child ? [n whatRelation ftandeit thou 2 

Inferior, or Superior, 


I, If thou be 4 (/hild , or Servant ; Receive 
Wi(dom, reccive Inſtrufion. 


1,JD Eware of little fins, you generally make no rec=- 

koning of them, Y our vain Thoughts, your idle 
Words, your envious and malicious Imaginations,your 
froward Replies and Anſwers again,your undutifu] and 
dilobedient Carriages to Parents, to your Maſters, 
and Mittrefſes, thete are counted by you little fins, 
But what and it God call them great fins? VVhoſe 
opinion and judgment tha'l we take concerning the 
nature and evil of fin, Yours, or Gods ? 

My dear Touth | Read, and Ponder that Text of 
Scripture, Whoſocucr ſhall break one of theſe leaſt 
Commandments, and ſhall tcach Men ſo, he ſhall be cal- 
led the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. Marth. 5. 19, 

I mult tell you, ard you ſhall find it by wotul expe- 
rience, thar little fins allowed, make way for great 
fs, A little Thiet creeping in at the V Vindows, 
may open the Door ro great Ones, A little Sin is 
3s mortal, as damnable as a great one, A little 
Leak undiſcerned, may fink Ship, Men, and Goods. 
A Ponyard ſhall ftab a Man to dcath, as weil asa 
Rapier. A Piitol can kill, as weil as a Cannon, 
Little fins fill up the meaſure of yuur fins; one very 
little fin may do it, Cyphers in themſelves fignifhie 
nothing ; but added unto figures, how do they _ 
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the fum 2 A Conſonant of it ſelf may be a Mute 
make no ſound, bur joyned with a Vowel may make 
a roaring noiſe. 

Thoſe which you call little fins may fill up the Sum, 
and ſeal up the Account, and make a roaring Noiſe 
againſt you in Heaven, Your thought-fins never ag. 
ed but intended, are jult like a Grain cait on a piece 
oft Gold, ora light Feather upon an heap, they may 
turn the Scales, and bring down upon you Eternal 
Vengeance. The Sodomitcs had committed many 
fins, and God had paſſed them by very graciouſl ; 
at laft thcy would have fanned, and are punithed with 
Hell out ot Heaven for the fin of their Wills, a fin in- 
tended by them, though never committed, Gen, 1g, 


9. 11, 24, 


2. My dear Youth, beware of wicked Company, 
Bleſſed i the Man that walketh not in the Counſcl of the 
#ngod!ly, nor [tundeth in thc way of Sinners, nor fittcth 
mn the $cur of the geornſul. Plal. 1. 1. Look upon 
wicked Company as Plaguy Perlons, and ſhun them 
as you world thoſc who bad the Plague of God upon 
them. VVhen Cerah, and his rcb<cllious Crue were 
{wallowcd vp alive by the yawning Earth, and went 
down quick into IH-Il, A!l Iſrael that were round about 
thcm, flcd at the ery of them ;, for they ſaid, left the 
Earth (wallow us up alſo, Num. 33, 34. 

ary Son, if Sinners intice thee, conſent thou nt ; if 
af thy fty come with vs, let us liy wait for Blood, 
tt us lirk privily for the Innocert without (uſe; 
let us ſwallow them up alive as the Grave : Ie ſhall 


find all pretious (ubftince, we ſha!l fill our Houſes with 


ſpoil. Caſt in thy lot among vt, let us all have one Purſe, 
My Son, walk not thou in the wiy with them ;, refram 
thy Foot from their path : For their Fect run 0 coll, 
8hey lay wait for thcir own Blood. Tou lurk privily - 
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the deflruAion of your own lives, Companions in 
fin, will be Companions in Hell. Prov. 1. 10, 


to 19, 


3. Flee the fins cf youth, vanity and ſelf-conceit- 
ednels, raſhnels, pride, and' oftentation, hot blood, 
Fiery, and vindiCtive paſſions, noy{ome, hithy, and 
flethly luſts, diſobedience and brurtith obitinacy, lelf- 
love, lying, idleneſs and intemperance, negled of 
your Souls, forgetfulneſs of God and cf your latter 
end, Sins of youth, have been an Hell ro Gods aged 
Saints, Thou writeft bitter things againſt me, and re= 
membereſt the iniquities of my Touth, Job 13. 26, The 
fins of your green years will be a ltock of ſorrows for 
your Gray Hairs, Young Colts mult be tamed and 
broken, A young Penitent is better than an aged 
Sinner, Holynels in youth will give you peace in death, 
L King 14. 13, and 2 Chronicles 34. 27. 23, 


4, Study diligently and praQice conſcientiouſly the 
duty of thy place, calling and Relation, Art thou a 
Child Learn and perform the duty of a Child. Art 
thou a Servant > Learn and pertorm the duty of a 
Servant, tubmir tro Catechizing, do not count it a 
thing beneath thee. Subje&Rion to Gods Ordinances 
5 thy dignity and Glory, Honor thy Father and Mo- 
ther, thy Maſter and Miltreſs is the Firlt Command= 


| meat with promiſe, if you do not, you are ſelt-Mur- 


Cerers, you cut your own Thioats, and ſhorten the 
days of your life, 

[ have read of a Young man Hanged at Four and 
twenty years, whoſe Curled Black Locks upon the 
Gallows inſtantly turned white, many inquiring into 


tae cauſe of ſuch a ſtrange eyent ; A Grave Divine 


aſſigned this reaſon, had this young man been duriful 
to his Parents, Obcdient to his Superiors, he might 
G 4 have 
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have lived ſo long, till that in the courſe of nature, his 
Black Hairs had b-come White. 


S$. When tempted to ary {candalous ſin, tendiro 
tothe kurt of thy Neighbor, and the Temptationa. 
bideth on thee, diſclote it without any more ado to 
ſome Godly Miniſter, This datheth the e-mpration 
to pieces, and wi!] contribute as you ſhall find 
by experience, wondeifully unto your pece and 
ſafety. 

Had this poor Girl, when tirſt afſaulted, dteed 
the Devils Counlel, poflt'y the had never been drawq 
out to Murder, 

I knew one in the like Cale, that after | had preach- 
ed of the miſchievouſne{, of rhoughts, and of the 
ready way to quel. and ſubdue their violence and im- 
petuoſity, by takirg 5holtly Counſel from a Sojritua] 
Guide, came and diſcovered u_ to me with a tlocd of 
Tears a long ineni(d purpote of Murder, and by 
the blefling of God on a Religious ule of Holy 
Counſcls was af:erward dviivercd from that He)lith 
Tempration. 

Beware dcar Youth, of trultivg to your own under- 
ftanding, or going our in your own itre-gth to combat 
Hell. Youarc vor all Dauiis of fvihiicnt force to 
Duel it with the Goliab: t Hell. 


6, Donot commir any fin preſuming on ſecrecy cr 
I mpunity, not on ſecrecy, Fur there is nothing hid 
but ſhall] bercvealed, Conlcience that Bird of the 
Air ſhall publiſh upon the Heu'e 10p bet. re Menand 
Angc]-, whar you have done in your Privy Chambers 
Angels (ce you, good and bad, and they thall Witnels 
againſt you, God !ceth you at all times. Who can 
hide himfelf from God that is cvery where, and 
kiowerh a-! thing<? Darkneſs and light arc - 
MY alike 
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alike to him. Pſalm 139, 1. to 13, and Fob 34} 
21, 22, 

Murderers have of all other ſinners preſumed moſt 
upon Secrecy, and yet how miraculouſly have 
they been dereted } Dreams, Apparitions, and 
meer Circumitances bave dereted and Convicted 
them, 

And ſuppoſe you might eſcape Scot-free as to man, 
«it poſſible you can cicape the Juſtice of God F The 
Barbarous AMfalteſes ſpake found Doctrine, though they 
were out in their Application, when they ſaid of Paul, 
no doubt this man is a Mwiderer, whom though he 
hath eſcaped the Sea, yer vengeance uftereth not to 
live, God may forgive the Eternal, but will not remit 
the temporal puniſhment, 

If y-u eſcape a publick Execution, you ſhall never a 
private one, Kings may pardon what God will not.Some 
that have eſcaped the Gallows, could never eſcape the 
Scourges of their own Conſcience, which is Gods 
Vice. Gerent : Yea, thuughn tiuly Penitent, yer 
have died either with grict ct mind, or by the imme- 
diate ſtroke of Heaven, Plymouth can afford an ex- 
ample of the former many yeats ago z and Scotland 
ſhall of the Latter. 

A Gentleman whole name was Waſlraw a moſt 
bloody man, and other ways notorious tor prophane- 
nels, bur moſt in this; that it was his great work, 
and pleaſure to pur diflerence betwixt men, and as it 
was at that time very eafie to engage them in blood, 
whilett be had thus ſtirred up a neighbor Gentleman 
to kill another in that place, findivg him after fore 
troubled in mird, there anent, he told him more of 
that practiſe would be the beit Cure, for he himtelf 
had killed Six, and at the firlt time was much diſqui- 
etcd, but the longer he did cominue, it became the 
mote eakie, 
| Bur 
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But one day whileſt he was on ſuch an account; 
riding to a place where Two had tryſted to defidea 

rivace Quarrel by Fighting, his Horſe ſtumbles on 
the ſide of a ſteep Rock, and he falls a great way down, 
his Sword falling out before him, yet without any hurt, 
and hereby ſuch a {trange piece of Providence tryi 
and break in upon his Conſcience, fo that he quits his 
Journey, turns home with great trouble and remore; 
a moſt kind'y change following thereon, and for ſome 
years after witnefſed much tendernels and repentance 
by his afrerwalk ; ſpent much time alone, mourning 
before his death; and that day he died, having no 
vitible appearance thereof to thoſe who looked on, 
he was heard in his Chamber much Wreltling in 
Prayer , and after long continuance thoſe of the 
Houſe were forced to break open the Door, getting 
no anſwer after their long knocking, and found hin 
dead in the Room, but upon his knees in a Prayer 
polture, and the whole blood of his body , which 
trom every paſlage thereof had i{lued out, ſwimming 
about the Floor : Ir being viſible how all theſe pallages 
were opened for that effect, a molt aſtoniſhing inſtance 
declaring this to the world, though he pardon the 
iniquity of bis pcople. Yer ſome fins he will not let 
paſs without a vilible mark of his anger, but will take 
vengeance on thcir inventions. I have given you the 
Story in its own Scottiſh DialcF. 

3. Carry this ever upon your hearts, keep it in your 
minds that you have a Father and Maſter in Heaven, 
and that dayly tributes cf obedience and Thanksgiving 
mult be yielded by you unto him. 

That you are Gods Children, and Gods Servants, 
and you muſt Love, Honor, R<verence, and Obey 
the Lord, whole you are, and that you ought to {ric 
kim principally, in the firlt place, and continually to 
the very lalt. 


Remember 


WY YWW LE Te YwST — ws tt. J...4 —_ G_— ww @® 


' 
e 
; 
' 
h 
0 
J 
s 
e 
e 
t 
e 


(91) 


Remember you have pretious, never dying Souls, 
2nd theſe muſt be ſaved, Do not for fear of any mans 
diſpleaſure diſpleaſe God , and Damn your Souls, 
If you once come to negle& God, ro turn your 
backs upon your known duties, God will abandon 
you: And if God leave you, woe, woe unto 
ou! 

My dear Youth, acquaint your (elves with the pra= 
Rice of ſecret Prayer. Be at leaſt once a day in pri- 
yate upon your knees before God, Bear the Yoke of 
Chrifts Commandments, it is a Golden Yoke, his 
Yoke iseaſie, his Burden light, You have ſeen very 
Jately a valt difference between the Service of God 
and of fin, When Souls arudge for fin, like a 
curſed Tyrant, it makes them dig their untimely 
Graves, 

Sin is neither profitable, nor honorable, nor com- 
fortable, It puts you upon the baſeſt work, and pays 
the worſt wages, What fruit have ſinners had of 
fin but ſhame > That Harveſt which they reap from 
the Seed of lin, is nothing elſe bur an heap of grief and 
deſperate ſorrows, 


8, Receive warning and inſtruRion from theſe 
dreadtul providences. Do not boaſt nor glory over 
theſe wretches, You ſtand by Grace, be not high 
minded but fear, it is God withholds you from their 
fins, and preſerves you from their Judgments. 

Our blefſed and Famous Martyr Maſter Bradford 
never ſaw any MalefaQor leading to Ex=cution, but be 
would ſmite upon his breaſt and ſay, Here ! Within 
me is the root of that matter, fur which this man ſufe 
ters? You can all ſay the ſame. 

Remember Lots Wite, If God eret A Pillar of 
Salt in Plymouth, if God Fire 4 Beacon upon Catdown, 
as God hath done in the Execution of iheſe unfortu- 
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nate Cretures, here is the uſe you muſt make of 
them, to hear, and fear, and do no more any ſuch 


wickednels, | 

They are become & Sign unto you, God hath made 
them your Examples, to thc incur that you ſhoull 
not Jult after evil things as ti. y !ulted, 

They are 4 Wirning-picce thor off in your Ears, 4 
Light=houſe preſented ro your Ey<>,:hat you might be 
kept from the paths of the Deitroyer, Theſe things 
are happened, and fallen out now in your days, for 
Examples that you might take ad monition upon whom 
the ends, the laſt, and worſt days ot the World are 
come. 

The jult Lord bath been in the midſt of us; h: 
cannot do iniquity z every morning doth he brig 
bis judgments to light, he faileth not. Oh! bena 
as the unjuſt that know no thame. When Go 
judgments are come home, ſo near unto us, to our 
very Noors and Houſes, The Yuuth of Plymouth mul 
learn righteouſneſs, If you will not be warned ij 
Others, God will make you a warnirg unto others. 

Dear youth, remember, that all Poyſoncrs, all Do 
that Bark at Religion and God!y Pertuns, all Jiwe- 
mongers, and Murdercrs, all wicked and unnaturi 
Children, all diſobedicnt, and undutiful Servants all 
be driven out of Heaven, by this Token, by this Sigt, 
that Two of Plymouth were lately by a vcty thametul 
and curſed death driven out of the Earth, 
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Il. Artthou 4 Superior ? »A Maſter, or Parent, 
Friendly Reader e Then ſuffer the word of 
E xhortation, 


1. Tudy Chriſtian Occonomicks, the Arts of well. 

ordering thy Family accordirg to the Laws 
of Ghrilt, and put them into practice,” It was an 
excc/lcent Order of our Church, tull of religious Pru- 
dence, that thoſe who Marticd, ſhould on their wed= 
dirg day receive the Sacrament : Teaching us this 
Leflon, that none ſhould enter upon Family charges, 
before they did well underſtand the nature cf Family 
duties, Ah! hew much is this negle&ed ? Perſons 
getinto a married life, andget them Families, Ser. 
yvants, and Children before they have any skill to 
govern themlelves, and neither Skill nor will to go- 
vern ſuch as are under them. 

This is the true Source of all our miſchiefs, the SeZ 
minary and Root of our aboundirg Prophanenels ; 
and til] there be a Reformation kere in our reſpeRive 
Families, in Maſters, and Parents, I ſhall deſpair of 
ever meeting with it among Children, cr Servants, 
[f Children prove unnatural, and Seryants ungover- 
nable, Why did you not teach them better > It you 
are ignorant of your duties, do not complain that 
# theynegle& theirs, If Poylon and Murder come into 
# aFamily, it was becauſe the tear of God was nor 
# there, 


2, My deay Plimouthians, Give good Examples ro 
thoſe that are under you, They are led more by Exe 
anples than Precepts. "They do not wtrite atier the 
belt Copies, but thoſe that are neareſt hand. Okh'* 
walk before God, before your Children, and Ser- 

vants in a perfe&t way, Read and Meditate upon = 
lol 
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101. Pſalm, There is a divine Platform of your whole 
duty. - What Children learn from their Parents, Ser- 
vants from their Maſters, that do they inſtil and 
teach alſo unto their Children and Servants, 

The happineſs or wretchedneſs, the weal and woe of 
the next age depends upon the Education, and Exam. 
ples of this, Make nor poſterity miſerable, nor your 
own Fleſh and Blood, your deareſt parts, your chiefet 
Goods to eurſe you when you are dead and gone, for 
your cockering and indu'gence to them, 

Live all the Sermons you hear, and be an Epiſtle 
of commendation of your Miniſters to your Children, 
Servants, Families, and the whole World. Let none 
under your roofs have occafion tv behold your miſ+ 
ca:riages. They are naturai Apes, imitating what is 
bad, not what is good. Keep your ſelves from all 
fin, and keep the Fohr of fin from all that belong un- 
to you. If Children and Servants initead of Praying,hear 
Swearing and Curſing, inſtead of the Bible and C2- 
techiſms, bloody Oaths and Blaſpheming, inſtead of 
ſeeing Holineſs, and the ſhining beauties of Godlineſs, 
ſhall be the SoeRarors of their Parents wickedneſs and 
uncleanne(s, Athcitm and Irreligion ; Mark it, Sirs, 
Mark what I tell you, withour Miracles of mercy, 
you, and your Chilircn, and your Servants, and your 
Houſes ſhall be undone Eternally, The curſe of the 
Lord 44 it the Houſe 'of the Wicked, but he bleſſeth th: 
Habitation of the Fuſt. | 

3. My dear Townſmen, Perform Family daties et 
them nor grow out of ule and faſhion. Whatever 
others do, yet do you and your Families ſerve the 
Lord, Give God a Morning and Evening Sacritice 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving. He hath threatned 10 
pour out hy wrath upon the Families thas call not upon bis 
Name. Jer, 10. ult, Prayerleſs Families, are Paganiſh 
Families, aud Heathen Familics are loathed by wn 
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Read the Scriptures daily in your Houſes, Cates 
chize and [nitruct in the do: inals of Religion the 
Youth within your Gatcs, Repeat, and frequently dif- 
courſe with them abaur the Word ut God read, and 
preached, SaiiGtitic rhe Lords day, Sing Pſa/ms,and the 
bigh-ſounding Praiſes of God in your dwellings. Exa- 
mine thz Proficiency of your Children, and Servants 
inthe grace and knowledg of our Lordand Saviour Je« 
ſus Chriſt, Give due and ſeaſonable reprebenſion and 
 correRion, and ſpare not the Rod, unleſs you will ſpoil 
the Chi: d, Comfort and incourage them in well-doing,y 
Preſs them to private duties, and give them time tor 
Cloſet-prayer 3 and do you endeavor to bring them to 
the publick Worſhip and Ordinances, eſpecially to the 
Sacraments, Remember that they who ſerve God molt, 
will ſerve you beſt 3 that a graceleſs Servant ts a Devil 
inyour Family, which will ruin himſelf, and you, and 
yours alſo. 

4.Conſider with your ſelves that you have the charge 
of Souls,there is a great truſt committed from Heaven 
unto Governours of Families, The Lord Freaſurer of 
the Kingdom hath no ſuch Jewels, nor Treaſure in the 
Exchequer, as you have in your Houſes, God hath 
made you the Guardians and Trultees of pretious Souls, 
and as ſure as you live, ſhall you be reſponſible for 
them unto God, Do your utmolt that none miſcarry 
under your hands, Prefer the concerns of their Souls to 
thoſe of your Bodies,and be at as much care and pains 
that they may live in Heaven, as you and yours to live 
on Earth, You are their belt and ſureſt Friends, if faſt 
and faithful Friends unto their Souls, To ruin a Soul 
isthe Trick and Work of Devils, it is an irreparablo 
loſs,an everlaſting evil. Loft Goods may be recovered, 
burit a Soul be once damned, either by your fins of 
omiſlion or commiſſion,it can never be recovered more. 
The Lord deliyer you from the Guilx of Soul- Murder, 

- p _=_ 5. When 


(96) 

5; When you diſpoſe your Children abroad in the 
World, get them into Religious Families, that they 
may drivea thriving trade Heaven. ward, and obtain 
the [Inheritance of Gods Sgints, his pretious promiſes, 
It is not Riches, nor Maes, nor great dealings in 
the VVorld ; bur Godlinels that hath the promiſes 
this life, and of that which is to come, 

6. Are your Relations and Interiors, your Childr:q 
and Servants wicked, and irEligi us > do you become 
better, Let not their fins be yulty charged on your 
Souls, Shortly, VVhen dcath is in your Pot, re. 
member nothi:g but the Grace of God can preletye 
you, Thereforc valuz, and prize jt. Did Servants 
doit? Conſider, that it is jult with God, they ſhould 
be Inſtruments of your delirudtion, when your neglet 
of their Religious Education, isa real caule ot their 
Trangrefſion, They mult go to Heaven as well 2s 
you, and therefore thould injoy liberties, and oppor. 
eunities for the ſolemn, ad publick Worthip of God 
as well as your ſelves. 

The Gallows and Stakg,the Fire and Halter preach 
unto Youny and Old, Migh and Low, Parenis and 
Children, Maliters and Servant this Do&rin, That ute 
leſs you ds Repent, you fy4ll alſo periſh, Gods judzs 
ments upon others, are warnings unto us. It is an 
Oracle from Heaven, That ſuch who fin as other, 
ſhall perith as others : That if you do not repent, the 
wrath of God whica lighted upon others, ſhall either 
here, or h<reatcer intallibly, and to all eternity light 
«own upou vouallo, 
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